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2008 Falls History Project: Bob and Jeannine Capual
Interviewer: Max Hart
December 12, 2007

“l guess that’s where | got my

start in showing cattle. | started

at the small fair and the years

go by and your stuff gets better and you

think you can go to bigger shows.”

- Bob Capaul

Max: It's December 12, 2007. It's Wednesday aftemat about 3:30 P.M. I'm interviewing

Bob and Jeannine Capaul for the Jackson Countyfétainy Black River Falls History project.
And Jeannine would you please state you name,ageiand the place you were born.
Jeannine: I'm Jeannine Capaul. | was born in Eair€lWisconsin and I'm 72.

Max: Ok. Then your name, age, and place you wene.bo

Bob: I'm Robert Capaul. I'm 82 and | was born oa tarm where we live.

Max: Ok. And that’s in Alma Center, Wisconsin?

Bob: Right.

Max: All right | guess I'll start off the interviewith what was the first year you showed at the
Jackson County Fair?

Bob: 1935, my first year in 4-H.

Max: How about you Jeannine, did you show anythintipe Jackson County Fair?

Jeannine: Not until the kids were out of 4-H andned and he retired so then | started showing
crocheting and that. Otherwise | was behind theeséelp.

Max: OK. | read that in one of the articles herevlyou would always stay home and milk cows
while Bob would go to the fair with the kids.
Jeannine: That's right. T T T e ——— e
Max: | was looking at that picture. -
Bob: See what good of shape that barn was i
back in 35. o
Max: | really like this picture right here with
all the old cars, you really get the year of that &
Bob: That was when | was ten years old.
Max: Ok. So you showed knitting and
crocheting at the fair?

Jeannine: Right | do.

Max: Did you show any animals?

Bob with his cow in front of the Junior Dairy barn
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Jeannine: Only if | had to help out in a group simgbut otherwise | didn’t show anything. |

was a city girl.

Max: Oh. So did you grow up in Eau Claire then?

Jeannine: Yes.

Bob: | made a farmer out of her.

Jeannine: | didn’t go to a farm until we were mexdli

Max: How about you. You showed Brown Swiss at die?f

Bob: Yup.

Max: Did you show anything else at the fair?

Bob: Nope. First we should mention that we’ve beemried for 53 years.

Jeannine: We use to show pigs to though at one time

Bob: We showed hogs in earlier years. We went bthepigs and went to breeding good

Brown Swiss cattle.

Max: How did your cattle do at the fair?

Bob: Well they did pretty good. We started to shmwe in Black River at the county fair first.
Then the cattle kind of get used to going to fainrd then we’d show them at the bigger fairs. We
went to the Minnesota State fair and the Chippeairaat Marshfield. Then we started showing
down at Madison and that’'s where | got my five foophy for my grand champion bull.

Max: At the World Dairy Expo, the first one?

Bob: It was the second year.

Max: That's cool. How old were you when you starsédwing at the county fair here.

Bob: | was ten years old.

Max: Ok. Then you stopped showing in 1990.

Jeannine: Well he showed for 55 years.

Max: Yup. So | think it was 1990 when you last slkedw55 years that's a long time. The
fairgrounds must have changed in the 55 yearsythatvere there?

Bob: It changed a lot. There are only two builditigsre now that were there when | started
showing. | can remember the cattle barn and thesnebiock building.

Max: Ok. How about the grand stands? Was it thedOB5 the same one that is there today?
Bob: There was a little red one there before. AredWPA built this one.

Max: What year was the current grandstands build?

Bob: I think it was about 32 or 33. It
was in the early 30’s anyways.

Max: What were your first memories =
of the Jackson County fair when you "
started showing? Something that
really sticks out when you were ten
years old or eight years old when
you went to the fair.

Bob: When | was 11. This picture
here was all senior yearlings, all
breeds showed in one class and |
stood first and there was only one
blue ribbon in them days.

Max: Ok. What were your first
memories of the county fair when you went there?

|
i

Bob on the left with his first place yearling starglin
front of the Junior Dairy Ba



Jeannine: | can remember when we first went dowretthe first fair | went to. They had a dairy
parade, where they had floats, different floatsiameéent around in front of the grandstands.
Now they do it with the champions, the grand chamgi But this was actually a dairy parade
where they had different dairy float and Ludemadréd a dairy float. And my dad was down and
he took moving pictures of it on his old 8mm cameitlh no sound. That was the first thing |
remember about the fair. Then the idea of seeingf &he different kinds of cattle. When you are
a city girl you don't a lot of cattle. | mean | kmeHolsteins and | knew Guernsey’s but | hadn’t
heard about the other kinds.

Bob: There use to be a race track to.

Max: Yup! I interviewed Norman and Margie Johnsthey said the race track would go where
the current arena is and then go back out by teeldzdl fields. It was a half mile race track. Do
you remember anything, like the chariot races?

Bob: They had horse races. | remember that.

Max: How would they do those?

Bob: Well they had a two wheel cart.

Jeannine: Like a felky race.

Bob: With a trotting horse or something like the isimdrive.

Jeannine: They still have it at the Marshfield fair at least they did a couple years ago.

Max: So would they go around and see who woulchgdastest?

Bob: Right.

Max: | read somewhere that they had to unhook gnsehfrom the chariot, ride the horse around
the track, come back and hook the wagon back tipettorse.

Bob: No they didn’t do that.

Max: Ok. Now how about the Pavilion? | know thatsweabig thing back in the 30’s, 40’s, 50's,
and 60's.

Bob: Oh yea they use to have a dance every nigiedfair there.

Max: Did you and Jeannine ever go to it after yotirgarried?

Jeannine: | think we went once and that was albmulatst year they had it, then after that they
started using it for commercial exhibits. That vahsut the end of the Pavilion as far as using it
for dances. They tried having teenage dances e,tbat | don’t know how well that went over.
Max: Ok, | got a picture here with Norman Johnsam] in the background is the crops building,
where about was that on the fairgrounds?

Jeannine: That was gone by the time we got hetdghbte’s the grandstands back there so that
would be right out in front of the 4-H buildings.

Bob: | think this is where they kept the chickemsYea they had the crops in the round building.
Max: Did you ever show any crops at the fair?

Bob: My dad did, but | never got into that.

Max: Ok. Here’s one for you Jeannine. What's uphwite quilt here?



Jeannine: Well when we got married his
grandmother had made a quilt of ribbons
that his dad had won. Only she had
sewed all the ribbons by hand and made
a quilt out of it. And he had boxes and
drawers of ribbons that | just decided
that | would do the same thing, only |
kind of cheated | used my zigzag sewing
machine to sew them together. | picked
out the red and the blue ones and some
of the purple ones, and the ribbons are
from our fair, the Clark County fair,
Marshfield county fair, and some from
Kentucky, there’s some from the
Kentucky National show in there. It’s all
ribbons that he won, not all of them,
that’s as far as | went with them.

Bob: We got a box at home that has
enough for another one.

Jeannine: No! | don’t think so.

Max: So was this finished in 1980, or
that’s the date on the picture.

Jeannine: | finished it just probably a
year before that.

Max: Ok. That's quite a quilt. You don’t
see one of those very often. | got some
more pictures here. | got some more
pictures here. This must be the Junior
Dairy Barn right now.

Jeannine: No that's in the open class. That watasitegyear that Bob Wyss and Bob Capual
showed cattle together.

Bob: We each had a heifer and we put them together.

Jeannine: And | and Bob Wyss’s wife made up a nantkecalled them B & B enterprises,
because they were both Bob’s. Our kids made thexdm &dat that said working from 9 to 5. So
they each had one animal at the
fair.

Max: | know Norman Johnson
said that you use to be able to
stay in dorms at the fair.

Bob: Yea we had the

dormitory.

Max: Where were they placed?
Bob: About where the goats
are now. We use to sleep in the
barns to. Because in these
barns there use to be a second

A part of Jeannine’s quilt made of ribbons.

Bob Wyss and Bob Capaul



floor on each end by the windows and you couldslgethere.

Max: About how long were the dorms there? When stasping at the fair ended?

Bob: Well they took those second floors out whesyttecided to get a dormitory. The
dormitory came from camp McCoy.

Max: So before WWII, the only place you could sleepthe fairgrounds was the second story of
the barn.

Bob: Yup!

Max: Oh ok. I didn’t know that. | knew they had ttierms but not the second floor. So when did
they take out the second floor of the Junior D&iayn?

Bob: I'm not sure. | suppose it was quite a fewrgeso.

Jeannine: It has to be quite a few because | deniember that up there.

Max: Ok.

Jeannine: I've been going to the fair ever sincegatemarried, for fifty years, so it's been a
while since that's been out of there.

Max: Another question. Was there a consignmenti@ueit the fair for selling bulls?

Bob: Yup! Bulls. They had the sale in the countggsh think they had it for three to four years.
That was before they had artificial breeding.

Max: Ok. | got a paper that is from 1940 and thag b whole article for the consignment
auction in there. | saw that you were in there Bndsell Stetzer was in there. Willard Hart was
in there. | remember he said that when he was gdkig bull up to the county show he said his
bull had jumped out of the ton truck and brokdats

Bob: I kind of remember that now.

Max: He didn’t like that. So did you sell a bulktie every year?

Bob: Well when they had it. | think they had it famly four years. Then artificial breeding
started so that kind of took over.

Max: When you sold your bulls at the auction, dudiyet more money than market price?
Bob: | remember that one | had, of course this gsnoney back in them days, it went for
$135.

Max: Would that have been more than a regular one?

Bob: Oh yea.

Max: What did a regular bull go for?

Bob: Back in them days at auctions we could buysctiw under $100 a piece.

Max: That’s kind of nice. | know now days they’réoa of money. So they must have stopped
the consignment auction in about 1940 becauseti@itial breeding?

Bob: Yea something like that.

Max: | got some pictures here. These

pictures must be from your later days of

showing.

Bob: Yea this was that good heifer | had.

She was reserve All American.

Max: In the Kentucky show.

Bob: In the United States.

Max: Oh really!

Bob: We had 12 or 13 different All

Americans.

Dennis Rand, Bob Capual, and Hoyt Strandberg



Max: That's cool. Here’s a picture of you, Hoyt&@tderg and Dennis Rand. Did the
Strandberg’s give you much competition in the Brdswiss category.

Bob: This was the champion of each breed.

Jeannine: They mostly had Jerseys.

Max: Ok. What were the big names in the Brown Swigeeds at the county fair. | know now
days we got the Petersons and the Schmidt’s iklthsteins.

Bob: Well Wally Pfaff. He was there.

Max: Was he from Melrose?

Bob: Yea.

Jeannine: Then Ed and Glen Gearing had some theeeféw years. They lived up by Merrillan.
Max: Yea. | know where they live. Well here’s a gtien for Bob here. Did you chase any pretty
girls at the fair?

Bob: Do | have to tell that.

Jeannine: You might as well, | know it anyways. Yaan tell about your poor dad how he ran
out of gas because of you. He took a girl home twé&lity Point and when he got back to the
fairgrounds, his dad took the truck the next magrimgo home and he ran out of gas. He didn’t
fill the truck up with gas.

Bob: It was further out there than | thought. 54\peetty rough.

Jeannine: We get such a kick out of that. He usaugh about that with his dad all the time.
Max: Ok. So what did you guys do at the night tirBe2k before electricity came, before the
war. What did you do at the night time when thesigveren’t up or there wasn't any lights in
the barn?

Bob: There was always electricity.

Max: Ok. So what did you guys do at night when yaren’t showing?

Bob: Goofed around | guess.

Jeannine: | was usually home after doing choresdsa’t know what he was doing at night.
Bob: We use to go to the dance, that’s before yonecalong.

Jeannine: | know.

Max: How about the carnival, what kind of rides they have back then? And were they better
or worse than they are today?

Bob: About the same as now.

Max: Was the carnival in the same place as it 8o

Jeannine: One time they had it right out in frolth@ grandstands, off the race track but in the
middle field for a while.

Bob: Yea. But that didn’t work out to well.

Jeannie: Our kids and with all the cattle they sbdand the fairs that they went to, they hardly
went on a ride.

Bob: Yea, that's one thing, they didn’t interest amy and they didn’t interest our kids any.
Jeannine: They would come to the fair with twoloet dollars to spend and they would come
home with two or three dollars, because they walidays help somebody do chores and when
they helped somebody do their chores and this pewsalld buy them breakfast and stuff. So
they came home with more money that what they waht usually.

Max: Was the fair more friendly back in your day&now now days the beef and the swine, |
know with the market sale it gets to be very contipet but back in your days was it more of a
holly jolly and more of a family thing and come ameéet up with your neighbors you don’t see
to often?
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Bob: I'd believe that it was more of a fun thingh#h my dad first started showing at the fair he
led the cattle to the fair, then he bought a 19B8wolet ton truck, so then he used that to haul
them down. We would try to have fresh cows, andweald milk them and then you could go to
the food stand and sell your milk for a nickel adqu

Max: Really. That was back in the 30’s when you ttiak?

Bob: Yup.

Max: | know you can’t do that today.

Bob: We would come home with more money in our gb¢kan what we went with. A nickel a
qguart and if you had 3 to 4 cows milking and Mefr@sdies had a stand and lots of food stands
and church groups.

Max: So did you guys milk them and put it in quantgid they milk them for you.

Bob: No. We milked the cows and we had a shot gum then we had a quart measurer and we
would go from stand to stand, we had made out thigm that day and they would buy our milk.
Max: Were you guys the only ones that it or did $teandbergs do it to?

Bob: That was before their time.

Max: Ok.

Jeannine: By the time we got married in the 50& thas all done with.

Max: Ok. That's really cool. Well another questioere. What is one of your favorite memories
of the fair that comes to mind?

Bob: | guess that's where | got my start in showgagle. | started at small fair and the years go
by and your stuff gets better and you think you garto bigger shows.

Jeannine: There’s one particular one. We had thoge and one girl, and she always got the last
to pick of the animals for showing, the boys alwggsfirst. | told them one year that we going
to pick one for her first, we got first choice &t3o we picked the one that we thought would be
the best animal. Of course he and the three bogsidiack and laughed at us because we picked
that animal, but if that’s what you want go ahead do it. But she turned out to be All
American for the year. So guess who was bloatingfoouple of years. My daughter never let
them forget that either. My most fun memory oftis always fun when | could stand back in the
barn and watch, because | didn’t dare stand outeme kids were showing and that, because |
would be telling them in my mind what they were goged to be doing and I'm not supposed to
do that, they were supposed to do their own wark,usually worked in the barn and got the
cattle ready while the rest were showing. That mgdavorite spot.

Max: So what did you have to do back then to getr yattle ready? | know now days with the
steers, you got to put adhesives on them. | evethgePetersons’ and the Schmidts with their
uniforms on and they got their little brushes atudfs

Jeannine: It was mostly just getting them brushetiaurried.

Bob: It was different back then. You didn’t havectp as much.

Jeannine: When he did clip they were always readgrb we came to the fair.

Bob: Ouir first clipper was one you cranked by hand.

Jeannine: Yea different.

Bob: You didn’t clip as much as you do now.

Max: | went to a show, Badger Kick-Off with my stead | and my uncle worked on him with a
clippers for six hours. It was a lot of work, bbetsteer did pretty good. Another question, you
took cows and calves to the fair. Which did better?

Bob: Back them days we could show a lot of bulifetent ages and | always did good with the
bulls. It got to the point that others at the fiways called me the bull man.
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Max: That would do it of you got Grand Championllailthe World Dairy Expo. That's quite
an accomplishment to have that happen.

Bob: Well we had quite a few others that were nes®to.

Jeannine: He also had a bull and a heifer calftib#t took first place and champions in their
groups. We have pictures of them at home and thaky heautiful.

Max: What were the main people that showed in #ieydack then? Were the Hoffman’s, the
Harts, or the Stetzer’s big into it.

Bob: Well Duane Hoffman, he lived north of Alma @m He had a nice set of Holstein cattle
and that one picture there.

Max: Yea! I've seen that picture. That's the pietof

you and David with those big bulls that weighed

about 2,600 pounds. Just looking at that pictuve, |

never seen a bull that big. | know we’ve had 1,800

pound bulls and | thought they were big, but when |

see those 2,600 pound bulls and they're big.

Jeannine: Yea they were big.

Max: How did you train them so good to have them

so nice? | know our bulls usually get mean as tiety

bigger. Did you work with them since day one?

Jeannine: Oh yes. He had them out everyday leading

them around from the time they were small to the

time they got bigger, they pretty much knew what

they were supposed to do, with the ring in theseno

and all.

Max: Was he scared that when he was showing them

that they would take off?

Jeannine: | don't think he ever go that worriedeTh

one time you almost got pinned by one.

Bob: Yea you did to.

Jeannine: Yea one jumped on me at the State show

and broke some bones in my elbow. It knocked me

out, and some guys tried to grab halter the talgebull away from me and | was out and |
wouldn’t let go of the rope, | had the halter gghtithat they couldn’t pry my hand apart. They
finally got it loose and | came out of it and | kothve bull back to the barn and tied it up. Thd bul
was kind of touchy for different people, he wasduseme.

Max: So was your vacation going to different shows?

Bob: Mostly.

Max: Was the Jackson County fair a vacation for gays?

Jeannine: It was for our kids. They always likea¢done down to the fair. They took turns going
to different cattle shows with their dad. The daeghvas the only one that didn’t get to go.
Max: Did your kids have to come home and help wfibres at night?

Jeannine: Nope! They got to stay at the fair. Chorere my job.

Bob: She got stuck with that.

Max: | know | never had to go home and do choresgtit.

12



Jeannine: They didn’t either. | remember one ylkay had a half an acre of cucumbers and |
picked them instead of coming to the fair so | doget them picked for them besides doing their
chores for them.

Max: Wow! That'’s nice.

Jeannine: But they always paid me back. They whald me do something.

Max: | suppose. So now was it you Jeannine thadydvinelped out the 4-H kids after your kids
had grown up from showing?

Jeannine: Yea we both did. Mostly | did becausag wn the 4-H board and | was treasurer and
| was on State 4-H board to for a while. But angtithey wanted to bring kids out to the farm to
learn judging and Bob was always there for thatwidald show them on how to pick animals.
Max: So you practically did work shops for the 4ids then?

Jeannine: Yea like that.

Bob: We did that for the high school kids, becailsy came out. When the World Dairy Expo
was on, a judge from South Dakota and Minnesotddvstop in and look at the cattle while on
their way down to Madison.

Jeannine: When the Dairy Expo was on they brougbple from Switzerland up to the farm,
because they wanted to see a small dairy farmlasitoi what they have in Switzerland because
they didn’'t have the huge dairy farms like theydeearound here now and we were the only
small Swiss farm around and they would bring thesmfMadison. | could remember how we
worked one time for two to three days getting etheng spick and span in the barn and nothing
get done in the house, we just left that because@ve out in the barn. The first thing they said
is they asked me if they could go into my houseabse they wanted to look at my dish washer.
And I'm thinking my house is a mess and they warddme in. But | took them in and | told
them the barn was a priority so this is what mydeolooks like when | work outside. We had the
upstairs and they had to look upstairs becausenit'® similar to their farms over there
compared to the bigger farms around here. They justeamazed because the most of them had
never seen a dishwasher. | thought you got to skkghavasher and a sink full of dishes also.
Bob: They had to go back and check the garden out.

Jeannine: Our daughter had a horse and this ondlwycalled him little Joe because he was
crazy about horses and he started to talk to augltar and wanted to know if he could ride the
horse and if she can show him how to ride the h@ke was kind of shy and she said | don’t
think so. Bob had showed at the Minnesota Stateafad my daughter and | got to go up there on
show day and we decided to take in the show irCiblesseum. We went to that and here Ken
Curtis, who played Festus on Gunsmoke was therdadéis mule. He was terrific. My
daughter and | were sitting in the front row andwee laughing at the things that he was doing
and all of a sudden he comes up to my daughteharsdys how about a kiss. She looked at him
and she said no. Well Ruth will give you a kisstiRwas his mule and she said no way. | said
geez if he would have asked me for a kiss | woaldeh We got such a kick out of that because
she wouldn’t have anything to do it. It was funnge had a lot fun showing cattle. We had a lot
of different things we could do.

Bob: | showed 11 years down there in Kentucky.

Max: How did you get your cattle down there? Didiyake a truck and trailer?

Bob: Wally Pfaff and | went down together.

Max: Just you and Wally or did you take your kidlsng also?

Bob: Yea we took Larry our second son a couplegiara we took Bobby a couple times.
Jeannine: He is our youngest son.
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Max: So Jeannine and the rest would stay home amthares then?

Bob: She even went one year.

Jeannine: Yea | got to go one year. The show waayal in early December and they always
told me about the beautiful roses down at Louis\alhd around the race track. They said they
were such beautiful roses and I think that | gedde all these beautiful flowers and | get down
there and what do they have? A snow storm. | thbwghi | could have stayed back in
Wisconsin for that. But | still had a good time. e had a lot fun. There was a lot of work but a
lot of fun. It all started with the small countyirfa

Bob: That one building down to Louisville it was 814 acres under one building.

Max: If they still have the same buildings downrthd know | went down there for the National
FFA Convention and I've seen them and been in it.

Bob: | know one time we went down there we were eme of the building and they had the
curtain down and on the other side they had a&igltow. One year they had a pigeon show. So
one year Wally had to take some pigeons home. Weeg so darn tame that Wally’s cat got of
hold of them.

Max: So you and Wally must have been pretty gomhfts then?

Bob: Oh yea.

Max: Bob Wyss and you were pretty good friendsalso

Bob: Oh yea.

Max: So when you showed pigs, where did the pigg at the fair?

Bob: Well you know the fence on the North sidelef fairgrounds where the chicken house is
now. There use to be a row of pig pens along there.

Max: Were they covered with a roof?

Bob: Just a slant roof. So they had pigs in th&cethen they decided to build the new pig barn
and my dad helped build that pig barn.

Max: When was that about?

Bob: I couldn’t tell you right off but its been tleea long time. My dad was in pretty good shape
then. Him and Bill Busse. | think the Sawyers frbtalrose helped some.

Max: Ok. Another question here. Do you still coraette fair once in a while to look at the
exhibits that are there?

Bob: Oh sure we do.

Jeannine: I've been showing

every year since he quit

showing. Then | started.

Max: Ok. | see you got some

pictures here. Here’s a quilt,

here’s the dolls, then we got a

sweater.

Jeannine: The sweater was

about two years ago. This is

my afghan here. There’s a

picture here with the afghan

that | made. That came from a

book that my grandmother had

back in 1942 and when she

passed on | got all of her

Jeannine’s Afghan
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crochet books. | always told my self that | wasngoio make that afghan and about three years
ago | finally did and it’s all crochet and it's @imbroidered with the cross stitch after words.
Max: How long did that take you?

Jeannine: That one took me about two or three

months.

Max: How about this picture. Where was it

taken?

Jeannine: That's the meeting of the minds |

called it when | took the picture. That was

taken right inside the open class barn. They

always got together and sat and talked so |

called it the meeting of the minds when | took

the picture.

Max: When did the Standbergs start to get big

in the fair?

Bob: Well when Doc moved here when he

graduated from Vet school. The meeting of the minds
Jeannine: And he started with his Jersey

cattle. | don’t know how long ago that was. He Bathe beautiful Jersey cattle though.

Max: You guys also hosted the dairy breakfast .y

Bob: Yea we had the dairy breakfast for one year.

Jeannine: We had it in 1985 or 86,

Max: So 1990 was your last year you showed. So wiaate you put an end to it?

Bob: | was just getting old.

Jeannine: Just decided to retire.

Bob: I'm 82 now and when | was 65 and | said thas .

Max: Do you wish that you could show if you werdeabodied?

Bob: Oh I love to show cattle.

Max: What about showing do you like? The compaetitio the vacationing with showing?
Bob: Well it was fun getting them ready. At Jacksounty fair | wasn’t as nervous but when
you start showing at the State fair | did get nestdBecause one year at the Dairy Expo and |
was first to go out and 32 followed me.

Max: That's a lot.

Bob: She was reserve All American that year.

Max: That's quite an accomplishment. Another questigot for you is what are some of the
major changes you’ve seen in the fair since 193%buildings or the way it's run?

Bob: The buildings mostly. Because they did oneglat a time. They would get that one paid
for and straighten out then they would build sormeglelse. Now you got these barns with
cement walks and one year they would put in a cémalk to get rid of the dust. Then they
decided to get rid of that round crop building theFhat would have been something to keep.
Max: | thought that it was kind of interesting. Ydan't see those to often. In this picture leaning
up against this door right there and sitting dosvmi Great grandma Adah Hart and standing is
my great aunt Margaret Stetzer. So did you evewskith Norman Johnson?

Bob: Just look at how cattle have improved now dawgt look at that udder.

Max: Better not tell Norman that one.

Jeannine: That probably was a nice udder backosetidays though.
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Max: So before they had the current arena they mang had the open arena by the dairy barn
where it is now?

Bob: We just showed out in the open.

Max: Where did you show the pigs at?

Jeannine: Bob has a picture at home of his dadvem@f his sisters and they were showing the
pigs and there was a great big snow fence andviieey inside that snow fence.

Max: | know when | show pigs at the fair and ifilaésn’t a fence there they’re going to go.
Jeannine: Yup! Well even when our kids were shoviindrH and stuff they showed where the
ice cream stand is. They all showed out in the digerthat. The only bad thing about that is if
you had someone more interested in the rides goimgnd out there, they weren’t watching their
cattle, they were watching the rides, and manyefyioung kids that were showing in 4-H got
knocked back, because they weren’t showing théileca

Bob: Then those steel buildings. The 4-H put thgnome at a time. They didn’t build them both
at once. Then where the open class cattle is trbdra that use to be used for horses. Back in
my younger days, there were a lot of work

horses in the county, and that was all horse

stalls and that was full of horses.

Max: Were they for show?

Bob: Yea they showed them. Before they built

that they had some old shacks for the horses.

Max: | think Norman was saying that they

always had a lot of dairy back in the 40’s and

the 50’s and they would put up tents outside

to accommodate for all the dairy cattle

because they didn’'t have enough room in the

barn.

Bob: Yea. A few times they did that. But | can

remember that | was showing my first year

that we didn’t even have the first 4-H barn

full. But it kept on getting bigger and bigger Bob and his trophies

then we put up tents, then the horse business

died out and they made the open class barn

into a cattle barn. Where the steers are they thatton later.

Max: I’'m not sure when that was built but | knovatht wasn’t built to long ago. Here's a
picture of Bob with all of his ribbons and trophi¥ghere was that taken at?

Jeannine: That’s at the fair. It was set up righitrio the milk house.

Max: Wow! You got a lot of trophies there.

Bob: Yup! They're all sitting at home.

Jeannine: We had a big picnic for him. We celelor&ie 50 years of showing.

Max: Well a little off topic here but I'm curios @hwhen you brought your cattle to the fair, how
did you wash them?

Bob: We didn’t really wash to much.

Jeannine: We washed them before we left the famirtizan we just touched them up at the fair.
Because that was always a job before they were leagied.

Max: | know now days the dairy people wash thettleabout twice a day. I'm glad | don’'t have
dairy.
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Bob: Now days they're doing a lot more work tharaiwve did.

Jeannine: We didn’t have wash racks back in ous.day

Bob: You had to wash in the dirt and pretty soat thas all mud.

Max: | know one of the major things of the faitl& grandstands because they are such a
monument of the fair. With how they were built backhe 30’s and all. Do you have any good
memories with you and the grandstands or the eanlte grandstands? Did they every have
any music stars come in and sing?

Bob: Oh yea. They had some of them come in. Yegwsadnen | was a kid they’d always have
entertainment come in.

Max: Where they pretty big ones?

Bob: Well they had one where they would have giwing their legs around.

Jeannine: One year they had Jeanie C. Riley conshéis an older star now, but | think the
biggest drawing they had was the year when thetha&ids from Wisconsin come.

Max: Who are they?

Jeannine: It's a group of kids from all over thatstof Wisconsin. They played music, they sing,
they dance. They still go around to different shomikink there was one or two kids from Black
River that were in the group. They're mostly highaol aged kids. They were a big draw
because they were young kids, there were not Sthes. put on a terrific show. They did
patriotic songs, they did modern songs. It likedhacing choirs like they have now days. They
are still around.

Max: What year did they come?

Jeannine: It was probably in the 80’s or 90’s. fiite that long ago. They're still going strong. It
seems like they don’t draw a lot of people to tii@ndstands when they bring in a country show.
At Marshfield there is standing room only and tleystanding on the race track if they have to.
Like they had Sunny James, Garth Brooks was utl@arth was there a year before he was
famous. Down here they have something. The citpleeia Black River have to interest in the
fair what so ever. I'm not afraid to say it becait®ea shame. Because there are so many things
that people in the city can learn about the coyrly farmers and the kids and that. If they
would go a fair and take it in and see what’'s gangThey just don’t want to do it. | don’t know
why.

Max: | know | had a conservation at the fair withsebody, this dads kid plays baseball and this
kid was talking to his friends about how he’s goiadpe at the fair with his pigs, they said that
they would be there, but they never showed up. Tieer took the time to come out.

Jeannine: It's really an educational thing. Kidattare in 4-H that have showed at the fair. Not
just 4-H but like Boy Scouts and that can show @abhe fair. Any youth group can show at the
fair now. It's a learning experience for anybodiedrned a lot. | was grown up and | learned a
lot.

Max: | have to say that people like to come totaekson County fair because it's the old time
fair. It's nothing big.

Jeannine: A few years ago | helped judge herdmpregtthe fair. | had comments from different
people at different fairs that we’ve gone to. Thest can’t imagine a fair where the kids would
keep their barns as clean and as neat. We weratk County and that was the poorest fair I've
ever seen for 4-H animals and keeping the aninteds@and their alleys clean. When go through
the Jackson County fair, it's just like these angraae almost in Heaven because these animals
are as neat and as clean as could be. | heardediffpeople tell me about that and they told me
how fun it is to go and see something like that.
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Max: Well I can tell you that Butch Kinning keeps i line.

Jeannine: I've worked with Butch on the fair bofodquite a few years.

Max: If we really mess up we’ll get a talking.

Bob: You said you seen that picture with all thokkcars. That would be back in the 30’s. On a
Sunday morning the cars would be backed up to yaraivling, there would be that many cars
coming.

Max: Was Sunday that last day of the fair?

Bob: Sunday was the last day of that fair then.

Jeannine: Also back in them days they had a Coigent, he was the County Agent, he was the
4-H Agent, he was the Home exc. Agent. There waspamson that took care of all that.

Bob: That was Walter Boehm.

Jeannine: He did everything. They didn’'t have amreeivery group.

Max: | know now days we got the Home exc. agem® A agent, and the 4-H agent.

Jeannine: But he did it all.

Max: Well | guess if there is anything else lefatlyou guys think you should say | guess go
ahead.

Jeannine: Well it's been enjoyable talking to ybow it. | hope you learned something about it.
Max: I'd have to say milking the cow and sellingitthe fair is something | never knew.

Bob: We all sold the milk by the quart. All the cblnes had a food stand there. That was their
money and people came to the fair and ate.

Max: | know Norman said that church groups alwagd fiery good food.

Jeannine: The Melrose church group | think wasst one.

Bob: They were about the last ones.

Jeannine: | remember working in the old 4-H foahdtand we were busy. There was standing
room only. Sure it's busy now. It was so differdaterybody volunteered. You didn’t have to
beg people to come and work. They were there. Yaglrhore help than you really needed.
Max: | know now days the 4-H food is ok, but | al@ayo to the L&M Chuckwagon.

Jeannine: We ate there a lot in our last yearsl 8Met of them old cattle showman are passing
away now and it’s kind of nice to get this on tape.

Bob: Like in the Brown Swiss Association a lot bétold breeders are gone

Max: Well thanks for the interview.
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2008 Falls History Project: Jerome Laufenberg
Interviewer: Max Hart
January 10, 2008

| just think that fair is really an important pariof

the community. There seems to be a lot of
commitment with businesses to support and meet
donations and commitment and involvement. That fair
seems to be a real good community involvement and |

really hope that keeps going because it goes riggutk

Jerome Laufenberg , .
to kids showing.

- Jerome Laufenberg

Max Hart: It's January 10, 2008. I'm interviewingrdme Laufenberg for the Falls History

Project that has to do with the Jackson County Fdistart off with having Jerome answer me

your name, place you were born and you year yoe Wwern.

Jerome Laufenberg: My name is Jerome Laufenbevgsiborn in Black River Falls. | was born
in1952.

Max: Did you ever show any exhibits at the JackSonnty fair?

Jerome: | did show one year, | think | was a soptr@nmn high school. A beef project.

Max: Oh a steer. Did they have a market sale bdek wver year that was?

Jerome: No they did not.

Max: What year was that?

Jerome: It was probably 1967 or 68.

Max: So 67-or 68 was the first and only year yoovekd at the fair. Oh | thought you showed

every year there.

Jerome: No. We were pretty busy on the farm andtinever had the time was probably the

biggest.

Max: So you were a sophomore when you started stgpati the fair and a sophomore when you

ended showing at the fair. What were you first maesoof the fair?

Jerome: That’s a long time ago. It was just a gexjaerience. | guess that about all | can say.

Max: What's your favorite memory that comes to ntind

Jerome: It was just fun to show with other kids aasgle a project.

Max: Do you have any memories with being the supendent of the beef or since you been

going to the fair or how ever long, or do you hangy memories that just stick out?

Jerome: Our kids have been showing since or prgldabbr 15 years. It started off really on a

good FFA project and its been really good memazies since that. We’ve met a lot of good

people, a lot of quality people, and a lot of ediorathat goes with it. My experience from the

fair is a lot more from our kids side than a peed@ide. | guess we’re still involved in it very
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pretty heavily, through livestock and sale commeitié/e created an executive team last year
that’s going to take care of a lot of any situasidimat arise so the livestock committee can keep
focus on educational part like they should be.thg/ it was established was for livestock for the
educational part. So this team is going to take oathat and the situations between that and the
fair board. So it should really be a good team. TEaen consists of all the superintendents, all six
and one fair board member, one livestock chainatiine, one executive, one extension person.
So it’'s a well rounded team that way.

Max: Ok. So what does the fair mean to you? Whenetmdy asks you about the Jackson
County fair and what does it mean what would yomedack with?

Jerome: Well, it's a combination of a lot of thing$ere’s to me the biggest thing is you see
kids that show, grow, they grow from the responisybside of the project, defiantly the
educational side of its part of it also. It's alrgaod community involvement. | know some kids
look forward to it all year long, and a lot of peojs are year round projects. And they kind of got
the opportunity to put as much or as little sometams they want into it. But the most of them put
quite a bit into it. It's really satisfying to s&&ls grow. Of course we need new kids all the time
because for some reason the kids grow up and nmov@ut | think it really creates a lot of
maturity. | think that's what we really get pridé Butting in effort. We've really seen some kids
come around in situations. They really take respadthave respect and effort in most
everything they do from the maturity they learmfrthe project. It's a huge deal and it is really
community oriented situation when you bring a lbpeople. It defiantly isn’t just from the farm
anymore. It's a lot of non farm kids and hobby faron what ever you want to call it. You worry
about having a decent amount of kids showing eyesgy. | think with the commitment and
enthusiasm you bring into it we've been prettydodte that way. A big part of it is the parents
also. Parents get a lot out of it. They see workotgether and it's competitive and that’'s
somewhat good. You do get what you put into itefiase. It's a long story.

Max: | guess maybe we’ll come back to what theenirsituation on what the fair is. We’'ll try

to get these questions out of the way. When yowsHoyour animal your steer at the fair did

you show it through 4-H or FFA?

Jerome: I'm sure it was FFA. No rhyme or reasoti'shast what it was.

Max: Ok. What made you want to be the beef supamatent?

Jerome: | feel there are times when people hageefpahead and put the effort, commitment
into it. I'm probably going back to the statemesald before. That was the commitment and the
enjoyment that we see kids grow. Also it keepsnuslved in fair because our kids are pretty
much all grown up and are done showing for thegufair. We defiantly want to put the effort
into it to keep as many families involved with flag as we can. But | do enjoy working with the
cattle. Seeing good quality cattle fed right. | vaa&ed for quite a few years, but | didn't really
want to commit to it until our kids were close tify done showing. | got asked again so |
thought I'd try it. | enjoy it

Max: How long have you been the beef superintertdent

Jerome: About three years.

Max: Oh is that all. Bill Friese was the one befgoa right?

Jerome: Yes! Bill Friese basically who's placedko

Max: Oh | thought you were in there longer thart?ha

Jerome: Yea! We've helped out for years indireddyl. was excellent to work with. So that’s
kind of the spot | took.
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Max: Then do you enjoy being superintended? Yod kihanswered that with the commitment
but why don’t you elaborate on the maybe.

Jerome: The superintendents job is important. Wigeit lot of different parents and a lot of ex-
showing kids or what ever happen to be handy.Ilyreajoy it because most of the time they
step forward. There’s commitment there to and wmeolent and it really makes it a fun project
and that’s what we’ve got to take into the yearsame.

Max: Ok. Just out of the blue do you know anyluktory about the fair or the fair buildings, or
is there any buildings you read a story about #&dto tell about?

Jerome: There has been quite a bit of history suse we’ve been at the fair. When | was a kid
| know there was an old pavilion, and | don’t rentemif they had dances in there to. | know
there were some fun times. The grandstands of e@lwgays had the tractor pull. The tractor
pull went all the way back to when | was a kid. ®mt a while when they had the stone boat and
that would go by and you’d step on it. That waatrdeal. A little dangerous maybe.

Max: What's a stone boat? Is that what they pul@t the tractors?

Jerome: They pulled it with a tractor and they padple lined up on both sides.

Max: Oh! That was kind of the old fashioned elimora

Jerome: When it went by you’d step on it. Thentthetor would still go as far as it could that
way. The more people it got on it eventually it gatder and quite pulling. It's kind of a neat old
eliminator. I'm sure your dad still remembers it.

Max: I'll have to ask him about that tonight. Yatilshelp out a lot with 4-H and FFA members
at the fair. Do you do anything with the 4-H or #éA? Do you do much with any 4-H clubs or
Alma Center FFA chapter?

Jerome: There are some youth groups that are geitetity big. 4-H for some reason the
numbers have been dwindling. | think it's a combima of reasons. And that’s part of the
commitment of each club you know to get memberskaap them and keep the enthusiasm.
The youth clubs have kind of taken over some. Oag ov another. We don’t work with a
particular one. We kind of help all of them. We ispp@f lot of time on the livestock committee
through the 4-H and the FFA instructors. So we kihdiork with all of them. But we don’t have
any particular one that we work with. Our kids skeovwnder Lincoln FFA and | know they
showed under some 4-H. One or two different clules the years. | think it was Northfield Go-
getters. So they're both very important.

Max: | know you mentioned there a lot of individeslhbs are coming in. What are these youth
clubs?

Jerome: There more on an independent type cluby @& be ran similar to 4-H only they don’t
have the 4-H emblem or the rules and regulatioatsgh with the 4-H clubs.

Max: It's more on an independent membership then?

Jerome: Yes! So they can show under that also.

Max: I'm in 4-H so | get to show at the fair butwalso got to go to the meetings. You got to do
what the 4-H wants to do. Like if they want to @ad pick-up, roadside clean-up or sell brats for
fundraisers. It's good to have relationships witiheo people and | know people don’t have time
for this, but it's good for them to take a couptauls out of their day, maybe once a month and
just go and have a community meeting. | know tonvgé have our 4-H meeting in Irving and
it’s nice to go down there sometimes and see wigaiisg on here in Irving. We have our little
meeting and discuss it. It's nice. But | noticedttthe 4-H is dwindling. | know we didn’'t have
4-H camp last year. A lot of things are just godtoyvn the drain and I'm not sure where it's
going, but then the fair is getting bigger and leigd was thinking where are all of these kids
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showing through? | know the FFA has a couple hedeaacouple there, but where are all these
kids?

Jerome: | agree and I think it really can come badk | think it's going to take the right
leadership and the combination of the differentléza to go after it. You know I'm happy
they're showing under the groups. They're good gsoto but I'm not sure what their meaning
is. Obviously there has been some controversyigwiay or not way. Valid or not. We do need
defiantly more commitment and involvement with F&Ad 4-H. It has dwindled and you can’t
put your finger on a particular thing. Thanks goeskwe have the youth groups that we are
picking up. Hopefully we can turn this around anddlly think we can. It takes commitment.
Max: Our FFA has actually been getting bigger. tha President this year of our FFA Chapter.
It's actually growing. | know you loose the seniargd all that but | think we pick up mor# 8

and 7" graders and people coming into the high schodihat we actually loose. But you say
commitment, you know they’ll sign up and pay theiles and all that but do they participate and
do they do the responsibility as a member. | kndot af people are in it to show at the fair for
the livestock auction. Well 4-H and FFA are morarthhe livestock action at the fair. It's the
experiences that you have and the livestock auctiartoken for your responsibilities that you
did through out the year. | kind of feel the sana/wdon’t know how you feel on that?

Jerome: | feel a 100% on that. It's like a patom back, good job for your efforts. And it brings
in community. I'm more into the educational andttimeans more to me, but it’s still a pat on the
back and brings in a lot of community businessebsité a good thing. As far as FFA and stuff
to, we were very committed with FFA to. We had @ strong alumni and that has dwindled to.
We are starting to work on it a little ways. Oudkishow a lot through FFA. One of my
daughters was an FFA officer for the state. That juat a tremendous experience. My other
daughter ran twice but made second both timesitBwds a good experience that way to where
they do all the criteria and it's a year long cortim@nt. She took a year off from college,
because of this and she went around to a lot afdshThat’s an experience that you can’t put a
value on. It was a huge experience.

Max: | plan on going to college for my freshmanyaad after that | plan on running for state
office. | know our state officer last year told imaw great it was and our state officer this year is
telling me how great it is. | thought well and fadsl got the speaking material for it and he said
run for it. | think it's a good thing we got thosert of clubs out there.

Jerome: Absolutely.

Max: What is your favorite part of the current faltike when you go there is there a certain day
you look forward to?

Jerome: | think everyday is almost the same. Sheyiglfine but everyday is almost as busy as
show day. You have a lot of different things thia going on. Of course our fairgrounds is an
older fairgrounds, we put a lot of effort into ey the years and make it simple. Make traffic
flow for the animals as simple as we can. So reallyryday has things going on that are pretty
important. We try to keep everyday fulfilled. Thgsrintendents most of the time help each
other out. Even if it's pigs and there is a lotitoshow day. A lot of times we are helping back
and forth and we need more people on show daynttheutraffic for the animals and the kids
and just to help out with a lot of different thingsu need for the show. Show day is special but
it really isn’t one day better than the other in apynion. They're all pretty enjoyable.

Max: | kind of like Wednesday. You got the wholé& ta look forward to and stuff.

Jerome: And probably Wednesday would be a good¥aly.see the people that you might not
have seen since initial weigh in or from the yeafiobe. Some of that’s fun to.
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Max: There’s nothing like the Wednesday of the.fair

Jerome: No.

Max: The main point of this interview is going torae up here. What do you think the future of
the fairgrounds and the fair are?

Jerome: Well | am on the fair parks board and Bpresenting the livestock. I've only been on it
for a year or a year and a half or so. | knowhe&gn going on before that. We had commitment
back then to. But we need representation from &y @nd the livestock and a few other
entities. We've went to meetings and it was abbatrenovation of the fairgrounds. They shot
around a lot of ideas and we’re always coming lila short on the money to. It wasn’t really
moving. About a month or two ago, I'd say aboutweeks ago we had a meeting and they
changed some things around and the commitmentaasve less money for the hockey
building. That kind of got things going. We've bettnough the planning phase. We have
fundraising efforts going on. We're setting up antoittee. We have a lot of the money and |
think there will be a lot of people that will watat jump on board to get this thing put together.
We have the buildings established. Last Mondaytnighhad a meeting and had to change some
of the building locations. That was kind of an effihat we all put into it to get them arranged
for the traffic flow and the cattle and the pigslameep and dairy and horses and small animals
and all the works but yet to have them close endagthem to have an arena building to show
in. But yet a lot of different things that go onalNure storage and everything and try to put some
long term stuff in. | really think it's a 95% gohiB year it's going to be the same. As far as the
buildings, but we should have all the plans doreadiof time. The hockey building the hockey
area could basically being worked on before thttink it really will be. As far as long term
commitment maybe I'm talking on the buildings mtran | should. It's a long term plan that
could be beneficial for not just the fair but lolegm opportunities to have different shows during
the year. But it will be still set up, the buildmépr livestock especially be set up for livestock
kids. It should make it very enjoyable space wiseally think if we all put effort into it and

work together turn to the 4-H, Youth clubs, andE#&\. | think if anything we should be able to
grow. We have been growing. Last year we were dltaofll. But we always find a place for
them one way or another and make it work. Thatsahgood problem to have. So | do think
that with people working together, but it does tekert and commitment and FFA instructors,
4-H and other good people in the area keep it gaimtgkeep the enthusiasm. With out the
enthusiasm we wouldn’t have much of a livestock flasee it being real good. | think we can
improve the FFA and the 4-H. It will happen. Howeeyou feel.

Max: Well how do you feel on the topic? I've askdlddmy interviewees about how they feel
about the new renovation and the fairgrounds. Tweevagainst it and one was for it.

Jerome: Well on the livestock side we're almostopde the way we are space size. The
renovation of the fairgrounds, there is some mditin it but there is defiantly some valid
situations where you have to look to the benefitifie future generations. Just from a fair side of
it, four days a year | guess it is adequate. Sdntleedbuildings defiantly need renovating. That’s
kind of an on going thing because we have beernvedgimy for years. The city owns the grounds.
There have been times where who keeps up thedaings who pays for it and this and that?
The last few years it been very difficult to makeesthe water is kept up and the electricity
systems and all the maintenance that goes willinére really hasn’t been money for that. It's
been kind of a challenge because nobody has theriytto do this and not to do this and this
and that. This renovation should help. | thinkefidntly always brings in money to enhance the
businesses and a lot of different shows betweeselgitows, cattle shows, dairy shows, and a lot

23



of car shows and everything. Our facility has béamdling. But it defiantly with the new

hockey building they’ll be able to keep their imerauch more efficient. They have been loosing
a lot of commitment in the hockey situation to, @fhi don’t know anything about. It will also
open up the old arena during fair so it's not segasted so hard to communicate between all the
different things that are going on. So it actualypuld enhance the opportunity of different
things going on. There are always pluses and msmudeere’s a lot of history going back. |
guess I'm for it. | defiantly see the other sidgoalbut | defiantly am for it. | have to be at this
point and move forward. | do want to get it doneutph. This has been hanging around to long. |
think we’re on the right track at this point. Itgeing to get done. We thought some last year and
ran into a few headaches, but a lot of thingsu#ipons and the stuff and the areas that we hit a
wall on are pretty well taken care of. | hope ebedgy gets behind it though. But defiantly there
are some things that you would like to leave theesaBut sometimes when you do a project you
have to do a total project. If anything it shouldka it better. But | do the side of it of the old
buildings. I'm use to going to that barn and thasrb | defiantly can see that and | feel that same
way that I'll loose a lot of memories when theyWeaBut we're going to have to make the
commodore and stuff that go with the families, Wetre just going to have to make the new
barns friendly and make the memories in thosettaunk it can be done.

Max: How about the grandstands? Are you feelingstimae about that building?

Jerome: Yea! That grandstands are an issue thithigbommitment. | for one would like to

keep it. Once you build the other buildings itngmiddle of some of the renovation and things
that go with it. | could live with keeping the gdstands were it is. But it does go with the
wishes of some of the contributors. It's going tolably be moved. Is it going to be the same?
We don’t even know. It depends on the money sibuatVe don’t have a real commitment, a
building plan on a grandstand. It will be some tgpa grandstand that we can add to and make
somewhat the same. | really do like the grandsvattuthe roof and everything. That's going to
open up a lot of area to. Where it’s sitting igquite nice. It's kind of in the middle of things.

The grandstands looking at it itself is all of dawvorite buildings. It's kind of a neat old

structure. The location isn’t quite right. | wislewould just move it and leave it together. But
that’s not practical or feasible.

Max: | know I've been talking to some people at the
Trempealeau County fair and they got that thing of
grandstand over there and they've been telling me
don’t tear down your grandstands. We’'ve done that
and that’s the worst thing we’ve done in our |deo
tear down that grandstand.

Jerome: We have had a lot of talk about it. | can
defiantly take that side of it to. Because that was

of my things you know because of the huge cost that
goes with it and that's something that the
infrastructure underneath that didn’t have to lva to
down to get the infrastructure for the rest of the
buildings that we’re putting up. But | guess asthi
time it's more than likely going to be torn down.
Unless something else comes up. And I'm not
necessarily for tearing it down. | can see if yeu'r
going to have some of the other buildings and Hoamtaffic flow and the parking it is in a bad

Gaier Construction working on
the grandstands.
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spot. It's not as attractive as if it was in a @iffint spot. I'm not sure how that situation is goin
to go. We have been concentrating a little moréherother things. Especially when things come
up. We have a spot where it can go. But defiantiptvgize it's going to be and all that is not
determined yet. | think that’s going to be an omgagprocess.

Max: | once heard that there were going to putdilees out there. On Sunday afternoon, you're
going to get pretty hot when you watching the detiool derby.

Jerome: | agree completely. Hopefully there areughdunds available to build what will be
appropriate for that type of space. It will probabé a different type of structure | am guessing.
Probably would be more of a less maintenance streictThe grandstand has been an expense. It
has been a lot of experience the last ten yeatsthBee is still always more to go with it because
it is a structure that’s old. It's built so it wileather. But a new one would probably less erode
able and last longer. But defiantly the heat anéf.dthate sitting out in the sun to and it will

hurt attendance to that way to for a few thingsh8pefully we can put a roof on it.

Max: | know | talked to a person here this mornitighe school and we were talking about the
fairgrounds and he said that if you tear down thikdings, the building are not just buildings
there were built by volunteer labor. They wereniiltdoy Nordstrom construction or Sholzes or
La Crosse Buildings. There were built by the vodaemtlabor and the amount of work and effort
that was put into it. And just to see all that jissh down and what ever contracting guys come
in and just do it their selves. The memories at@iwithe wood and not just in there. He thinks
the commodore will be lost. But we’ll see what hapg with the new buildings over there. But
he didn’t think to highly of it.

Jerome: No! | agree completely that the commodogwing to be a little tougher. Hopefully you
look at the opportunities also. Defiantly | remempeunding nails at midnight and putting up
stuff. We've always put in so much effort per yegne last couple years we haven’t because of
this talk. Plus some of the buildings were keppugity good. We finally put enough effort into
it. We did just a little every year to make it leettAnd like | said when we first stated the traffi
flow of animals and stuff we put it. In the sheeyw @ahe hog building that split half way through
that was kind of an idea | couldn’t see the kidsgdback and forth that far in that long alley.
That worked out very well. There are a lot of gsrthat you can do with old building and make
them work. That’s kind of fun. We've cemented adbtunways and we added on to the goat
barn because we had an overrun of beef cattle bNolately there are a lot of memories and a
lot of fun and jokes and we’d bring equipment daenvork on stuff. We just went to it to make
it better. Some that’s going to be gone. And | know

some of the friendships that you built over the

years. I'm going to miss that part of it to. 'mreu

there’s going to be things to do in the new

buildings. Hopefully we can make them homey to.

Make it work. | think the attitude needs to besit i

progress. | don't think we can keep going the way

we are. According to stories on who has control.

But somebody has to make the decisions and

ultimately the city does own the ground and they

can make the decisions. But the board that we have Working on the Goat Barn

will be very strong that way and make sure things

happen. Possibly make it better like | said. Itiddo

really open up the opportunity of a lot more shand things coming into town for fun and
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showing animals, vehicles. The parking is alwayssane. This whole renovation should really
help that a lot. But defiantly the memories andgilt be hard to watch it go. | think the attitude’s
going to be really forward now.

Max: | guess mostly the main part of the intervigas to talk about the future of the fair. 'm

out of questions. Is there anything else that yould like to add just out of blue?

Jerome: | just think that fair is really an impart@art of the community. There seems to be a lot
of commitment with businesses to support and meeatibns and commitment and
involvement. That fair seems to be a real good canityinvolvement and | really hope that
keeps going because it goes right back to kids stgpbwVe need to eventually replace you down
the line. We just need these kids to keep coming.nééd active people with positive attitudes
and move ahead. | really think it can be good. Artidere are any problems we can take them
head on and get the job done. Swallow a little @osv once in a while and move ahead. But it is
all commitment and we have friends, life time fdsrthat show and you can't really put a value
on. And those memories are still there even ifthiédings aren’t there. There is opportunity
here and | think that's the way we got to looktam iour opinion. But | defiantly can see that the
commodore is the biggest issue | had with the sdnaBecause we pounded a lot of nails and
poured a lot of concrete.

Max: | remember | even helped out with the concietihe goat barn when we added on. |
remember helping dad pour cement.

Jerome: Yup! There are people that brought posamhyou bring this in, and you donate this
and you donate that. And you always have sometBa®this is my post and that kind of thing.
That is some fun that goes with it. There are thithgit work every year and that you got to fix
every year. But there really should be some pasitinngs opening up the arena. There should
be more room for more. During the showing thereuhbe more room for people to sit. We'll
organize that a little bit better, because thedastalls will not be in there. | really feel it's a
positive thing and it's going to be a huge traositover two or three years. | guess if you look
forward to it we’'ll make it work. About it!

Max: Thanks a lot for the interview.
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2008 Falls History Project: Norman and Margie Johnsn
Interviewer: Max Hart
November 13, 2007

There were two years back in the
nineteen hundreds that the fair

grounds were used as a training
camp

for soldiers in WWI. And the cement
block building that we used for a
storage building now, was a
headquarters building.

- Norman Johnson
Norman and Margie Johns

Max: It's November 13, 2007. | am interviewing Namand Margie Johnson here. We are
going to be talking about the Jackson County fiadt personal experiences and some of the
history of what they know about the fair. If we idtave Margie Johnson tell us where you
were born.

Margie: | was born in Irving

Max: Ok and in what year?

Margie: 1929.

Max: Norman where were you born?

Norman: | was born in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1927.

Max: Is that where your parents lived?

Norman: Nope! That's where my mother happened ta/len | was born.

Max: Oh that’s interesting. Ok well first off I'Btart with Margie and did you show any exhibits
at the fair?

Margie: | have.

Max: Ok what were they?

Margie: | was in 4-H, | suppose it would

have been in the late thirties or early forties

anyway. | was in 4-H though.

Max: Did you show any cattle?

Margie: | showed calves. | also showed food

nutrition’s.

Max: How bout you. Did you show

anything at the fair?

Norman: Yes!
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Max: Did you show animals?

Norman: Showed animals.

Max: Steers or dairy cattle?

Norman: Well there’s that one picture there.

Max: This one?

Norman: And that’'s me.

Max: What years did you show about?

Norman: That picture was taken in 1954. And | sthghowing in 1942. So | was in the Shake
Hollow Hustlers 4-H Club.

Margie: | was in the Irving Sticktights

Max: Ya! That's what | thought. And what was thesfiyear you showed at the

fair?

Margie: Oh goodness. | suppose | was ten anywaysnatie early forties.

Max: Did you have to be ten in order to show atfthe?

Norman: We moved from living in Black River herenoto into the town of Franklin into what
they call Shake hollow now. The first year | joingdH | was 14 years old. So that was the first
year that | showed. We had a just a very small bégtade cattle of course. We just show
calves.

Max: Ok. How many did you show a year?

Norman: Well my brother and | were pretty clos¢h® same age and we each showed one.
Max: Ok.

Margie: That's the same with me. | showed two défe times. One each time.

Norman: And then we also showed chickens.

Max: Oh really. Just regular farm chickens then?

Norman: Just regular farm chickens.

Max: Now back in the forties what were the premi@rage what did you receive for first place
or second place? And were the ribbons all the same?

Margie: | got a blue ribbon and that was great.

Norman: | don’t know if | ever got a blue ribbon &rhit was way back then. We just had grade
cattle and we just took what we had. And that vis@sway with most of the members because
registered cattle were few and far between.

Margie: My dad that’s all he ever had were regeddfolsteins.

Max: So did you receive a lot of blues?

Margie: Just that one for that one.

Max: You guys both showed dairy cattle. Were theelat of other competitors? Like who were
the big names for Holstein’s cattle? Like Hellegffman'’s, or Janke’s?

Margie: Hoffman’s probably.

Norman: There wasn’t any Heller’s then.

Margie: No there wasn’t any Heller's back then. oy the Hoffman’s and Patterson’s from
North Bend.

Max: When was the last year you guys were ablédovan the junior show? Like you guys
would have had to been 18 or how old could you show

Margie: | think it was 18.

Max: Ok! What were your first memories of the fair?

Margie: Probably when | was a little girl | wasdiloh my goodness there is a lot of people here.
And | guess that’s about it. Everything was soeattght then. Like we were talking today like
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where the cement toilets are now by the front gaee. From there to back where the kitty barn
is there was a pig and sheep pens.

Max: Oh that’s where the pigs and sheep were rakizer where they are right now.

Margie: So that was kind of interesting. Then beal/trat where like the kitty barn is now that
was where they started bringing young pets andkihdtof thing and they called it a kitty barn.
But they had it in a tent. Norman can add to that.

Norman: Well that’s where the Cloverdale club igated the kitty barn and solicited funds to
have it built. All by donations. They named it #igy barn, because it was for kids and there
wasn’t poultry in it to start with. There was anattouilding way down on the end of what is
now the open class dairy cattle barn where thekeng were in a small chicken coop.

Max: How about the dairy barns? | know there ader@or dairy barn and an open dairy barn.
Which barn is older? The open class or junior?

Norman: The Junior dairy barn is older. But tha tesbe where the open class show would be
in there to and when it got to full for the all theH kids they put up tents and a lot of the cattle
were housed out in tents. And in 1939 what is nosvdpen class dairy barn was built and it was
built strictly for horses. And each one of the faorners there was a great big pen where they
kept stallions. | can still remember when | wasot 12 years old when we lived in town here
and going in there and see all of these old horeesiteng on bales of hay or sacks of feed
smoking their pipe and visiting and now that wolbidan absolute no. Especially to be smoking
in the barns.

Max: What year was the Junior dairy barn built do yhink?

Norman: Oh the Junior dairy barn. | don’t know wmssfore | can remember anything about it.
But it was back, I'm sure it was back in the eawenties.

Max: What were your first memories of the fair?

Norman: Well | know that when we lived here in towa never missed the fair you know. Then
when we moved out into the country which was in(,3e were there all the time. At that time
when you were in 4-H and if you had livestock hgra stayed here. Because one of the building
which is now the antique building was a dormitonylding. And there was two of them in fact
there was three on them. One was for the boys aedvas for the girls. And there was a third
one where they use to keep sheep and goats inth&gdvere back by where the goat barn now
is. Back way on the back end.

Max: Ok! So one of the antique

buildings now was the dormitory. The

red one?

Norman: Was the dormitory. They were

the same type building. Because they

were moved in here from what was

know as the CCC camp. Which was the

Civilian Conservation Corps at that

time.

Max: They were moved from the Irving This is the antique building, whicheiso be a dormitor
CCC camp right?

Norman: The one that’s the antique building was adofvom the Irving CCC camp. Two on
them came from the Irving one. And that was backda0 when them dormitories were built.
That's what they were dormitories at the CCC catogdsr the men that were working there.
Max: When was the last year that they used the idories?
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Norman: It got to the point where there was a fdt@auble with leaving the kids here during the
fair and back then to the fair went on in early t8eber so it was school time to.

Margie: We use to get off from school.

Norman: So any number of kids would take anythhrytcould possibly think of as a project so
they would be automatically be excused from sclaolhe duration of the fair. But then the
school kind of frowned on that. And I'm not sureigfhyear it was but anyway it got to the point
that they made a big fuss about letting kids dtayd. And not being in school and the fair board
decided to change the dates of the fair and mawe. iAnd now it has been primarily where it is
now the last week in July or the very first parifafgust for quite a number of years.

Max: | think my dad remembers when he showed foh#ée the fair was in September and he
would always get out of school.

Margie: Mondays and Tuesdays
Norman: The fair ended on Tuesday.

Max: Oh ok.

Margie: It was Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesdag! Four days.

Max: Ok! That's kind of different. | know now it és on a Sunday but back then it ended on a
Tuesday. What was the grand finale? | know now aaygot the demolition derby for the finale
of the fair.

Norman: They use to have car races and horse wattesarts. What kind of ended the race part
of it is that's where the present day hockey aistacated. It shut off the race tack. That use to
go all the way around. It use to be a half milekrd8ut they didn’t have anything like a
demolition derby or didn’t have anything like tracpulls. Tractor pulling has been here for
about in the neighborhood of forty years. A good tmask about that is ask Dave Holcomb
when he first came here as club agent and eveptasitounty agent you see, because the first
year he was here was the first year we had trgetiting. We didn’'t have a hard surface in front
of the grandstands and you know the ground ovee tisenothing but sand and the tractors
would dig such big holes it was almost like in déhgou know. It's so different now than what it
use to be. There wasn’t any real high performamdegh power then. It was just straight farm
tractors.

Max: Ok! When was the pig and the sheep barn built?

Norman: The pig and the sheep barn was built inrevtieey are now they were built back in the
early fifties.

Max: Were they built together or were they in twatp?

Norman: No they were built in two different timé&&u can really tell when you look down
through them you can see the first one and thensettat was built on has a turn on it.

Max: | thought they were two different times. | dafi.

Norman: And then what is now the outside sheep bapens | should say was the stage in front
of the grandstands. And we moved it from in frohth@ grandstands, just the roof, just the roof,
that roof that is there use to cover a double widge and we moved that over there, just the fair
board moved it, just fair board members. It tod&taof engineering to get it done and made it a
sheep barn.

Max: When was that? Back in the nineties?

Norman: Yea! That probably was in the nineties fitobably been there eighteen to twenty
years.
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Max: How about when you went to the fair back tdehyou make any lifelong friendships that
still last today? Is it because of the fair youdd#vese friends that lasted for your whole entire
life.

Norman: Oh yes! When we were in 4-H and then thsgyta have a competition in 4-H where
they had different baseball teams and we playedanther around the county. And there’s
fellow that | got to know then that I still knowh&y’re getting to be quite elderly now and
there’s some of them | have know for many yearshihse passed on. You said that you had
Bob Capual in here. | got to know him way back thed | didn’t know that there was a Bob
Capual you know. It was probably fifty to sixty yeago that | got to know him and we got to
be real good friends to.

Max: How about you Margie? Did you make any lifeddnends?

Margie: Oh yes! | just can’t name off certain ombere was Doris Odeen, Doris Wensel now.
She and | went to 4-H camp together.

Max: | know the 4-H has been slowing down. | knoe edn’t have 4-H camp this past year. |
use to play in 4-H softball. That was a lot of fiffou go out there and tried to see how far you
can hit the ball. But that’s not there anymoreoh’'d know what's going on. People are getting
busier, but the fair is getting bigger. | was tatkito Jerome Laufenberg and he was saying that
the people that are showing steers keeps on g@in§aul know if they’re showing through 4-H
and have nothing to do with the 4-H.

Norman: It's the auction that has brought them.réhever use to be beef cattle at the fair.
Max: When was the first year beef cattle came?

Norman: | never was involved in that so | really’taay for sure. But I'm sure it’s in the last
thirty years or in that area. And these sales svmpting interest well of course stands the
reason. Well you've been in that. And if you calt ae animal for several hundred dollars and
that much over market price. It's an incentive.

Max: Yea. This year | think | got a dime over marece for my steer and then | had grand
champion pig and where a pig would usually go fghty to a hundred bucks at the sale barn |
got nine hundred bucks for this pig. So | got ringes the money than what'’s it's worth.
Norman: | had the grand champion pig at the norgtweestock show in 1945. And that was up
at Eau Claire. And there was a ceiling price dreitause of the war and the ceiling price was 21
cents a pound, but the government released thageilice and so it could go as high as it
wanted to go, and | had the grand champion pigeashow and | got 53 cents a pound. | don’t
know how you would convert 53 cents back then wibat the value of what it would be today,
but it would be no where’s near. Then it was arore, because the dollar was worth more.
Max: How about do you have any favorite memoriegnvilou were showing at the fair?
Norman: Well one thing about it when they’re shogvitow they got the indoor arena and when
they’re showing beef cattle they got a gate systeahis so good that nothing can get away. If
younger kids loose control of their animal, it jaan’t get any place because they're gated off no
matter which way they go you. When | showed anaybaly else that was showing in that era
it was right out in the open.

Margie: Just right about where the ice cream stswder by the barn.

Max: Oh over there. That's where the arena was?

Norman: That's where the arena was.

Margie: And calves would get out.

Max: Then those two 4-H building, those two stagldings they were not there then?

Norman: They weren’t there. That one picture thgdtithere.
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Max: This one right here.

Norman: That one right there. You see that bigaitting.

Max: The round one.

Norman: No, no. The round one was the crops bigldimd the one right where you're thumb is
that was a big wooden building that was built righiere the two metal buildings are standing
now.

Max: Ok. What was that used for?

Norman: That was used for all schools and schamepts and flowers and sewing and
everything like that.

Max: Ok. And then the round
building was for crops?

Norman: The round building was
for crops. And that round building
is sitting right now would be on
the end of where is now the pig
barn.

Max: Ok! Was the round building
built there?

Norman: | don’t know. That was
built at around the turn of the
century.

Max: | was talking to Margaret
Stetezer and she was saying that
the round building came from
some where over by City Point
maybe.

Norman: Margaret Stetzer is on
that picture. She’s standing by the steps goingtimat building and that’s her mother sitting
down.

Margie: Your grandma.

Norman: Which would be your great grandma.

Max: Wow! That's interesting. So this right herenisuld be the arena where you would be
showing.

Norman: The arena would be right behind that. TlIdeshowing arena would be right on the
back end of that cow. Right out in the open.

Max: Where the current arena is right now what thas?

Norman: That was the race track.

Max: Oh that was where the race track come around?

Norman: There use to be quite an elevation thene. that's where the race track come around.
Max: So the grandstands, were they the centereofabe track?

Norman: The grandstands were right where they ane n

Max: Ok. But then did the race track go back byliaseball fields or anything like that.
Norman: It went right through there. It went akktivay around. It went all the way around the
perimeter of the fairgrounds.

Max: Ok. I never knew that. | knew there was a trao¥ but | thought it was just small.
Norman: No it was a half mile track.

Norman standing in front of the crops building wiiis cow
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Margie: It went around where the pavilion was to.

Norman: It went around behind it.

Paul Rykken: Did they ever do different kind ofirecon there? Did they do horse racing?
Norman: Sure yea. They use to do horse and canigrac

Rykken: Kind of like down in Viroqua?

Norman: Yup! Same thing.

Rykken: Do you know when that stopped?

Norman: Well it started, I'll use the term peterimgt, they weren’t getting enough contestants to
really keep it going and make it pay off and thetha time the arena was built right over the
race track that totally eliminated that.

Max: What year was the arena built?

Norman: Why don’t you ask me some of that stuft trectually know.

Max: Yea.

Norman: | think it's close to 25 to 30 years ago.

Max: Moving on a little bit here. So your dad, HeyvGilbertson | hear he has quite an
interesting fair story to go with him.

Margie: Oh yea. And | couldn’t find that particuldsing and | might find it yet.

Norman: I'll bet you that you can find that thingwdn at the library.

Max: | read some stuff about him and how he cantbddair for how many consecutive years?
Margie: It was many years.

Max: | think it was 70 some or 80 some years ext@pi959.

Margie: The one year there wasn't a fair.

Max: The polio epidemic?

Norman: Because of the Polio epidemic.

Max: Now you started on the fair board in 1954.

Norman: Yup!

Max: Was the Polio epidemic in 1949 or 59.

Norman: Oh gracious. You see fair board memberg @eite insignificant back then. We only
would meet two or three times a year. And mostgherg was taken place at the extension
office or at the Court House. And so the fair bodidch’t play a very big role as they do now.
Max: Now | hear the Pavilion has quite a story withlso. | read some stuff on how the wood
came from the old county court house and they K&aiinbles general store or shed and then they
tore that down and they brought it up here forRlagilion. That's quite something to reuse the
wood so much. Did you guys ever go to dances in it?

Margie: Oh yea. Lots of them.

Max: | know they always had the firemen’s danceten4” of July. Then | read a story that they
had a glass ball that would switch slides for défé colors.

Norman: The local jeweler Henry Bird made it. | #dmow what it was on but it was on
something so it turned all the time. That was yestimething.

Max: So did they have a band there in the Pavilion?

Norman: They use to have dances there. Lots ofstimme dances a week. On Wednesday night
and Saturday nights.

Max: Oh really. So it was like the dance hall fdagk River then?

Norman: Oh yea. That was the main dance hall.

Max: Ok. Was it used a lot during the fair?

Norman: Oh sure oh yea.
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Max: So pretty much the Pavilion back then kind®efves as the beer garden now during the
fair?

Norman: Yup! That was mostly the center of att@ctack there years ago during the fair. But
then the carnival moved out of there and downantfiand that took all the traffic away from
back there.

Max: Oh! So the carnival was back where the basébhls and the Pavilion use to be?
Norman: Yup! Use to be back in that area over there

Max: So as long as you were there you might as stefl in there and dance?

Norman: Yea! If you worked up a sweat you knowamnsthing or if your throat got dry why it
was right there so you could stop in.

Max: So then do you know anymore interesting hisgbories about the fairgrounds or just
stuff?

Margie: What was that building that the Melrose Metist use to serve dinners?

Norman: Why that was right next to the 4-H building

Margie: Yea then there was the 4-H food stand.

Norman: You see the Melrose Methodist church usete a building on the fairgrounds to.
Which is right in the proximity of where the finstetal building is next to the parking lot. And
why people would just wait one year to the nex@dabthere because they served everything
family style.

Max: What do you mean by family style?

Norman: Well they had a certain menu everyday hag passed the plates around. They passed
a bowl of meat or bowl of potatoes or a bowl ofestdw a dish of cucumbers. Well everything
was passed around.

Max: Did you have to pay to get in there?

Norman: Oh absolutely.

Max: Ok. | know there’s the old 4-H food stand.

Margie: That was the little wooden one that sdttrigext to it.

Max: Did you guys ever go there much or have moathat with it?

Norman: Oh sure.

Margie: Well we had our boys in 4-H and that arel ¢hubs had to offer their help.

Norman: Well each 4-H club was assigned a certairkivg time. Are they now?

Max: Yup. We still get assigned and Irving usualigrks on Saturdays.

Margie: That kitchen part for that was so small.

Max: | know my mom said she liked the old 4-H faziednd because you didn’t have to go get
the food like at the new one, but at the old one jyst sat down and they brought it to you.
Have you guys been the La Crosse Interstate faor#rDn West Salem.

Norman: Not for quite a while.

Max: | know they got the food stand that Black Riuse to have. They come out and they wait
on you. | think that’s nice rather that have tougoand get your food.

Margie: You bet. | do to.

Max: The old dairy building, was there an old waatk. | had a picture from Bob Capual that
showed him standing outside of the Junior Dairmb®here was the wash racks for the dairy
cattle or was there any?

Norman: There was a wash rack so to speak. It wigden the two barns. The open class barn
and the 4-H barn. Because you probably noticedntergithere’s a bank of faucets on the wall
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there. Well they use to run hoses from there inliadictions from both sides and they washed the
cattle right there.

Max: Ok. Where did they store their feed? Did thaye show boxes back then?

Norman: They had show boxes back then. In fact bge that's in the machine shed over there
that | think has been to the fair probably 50 toy@&rs. In fact it was made with the old
fashioned square nails.

Max: That’s a long time ago then. How about whatybu have to do to prep your cattle for
show day? | know now days you got Schmidt's andkdarand they got their brushes getting
their dairy cattle all prepped up. Back then did yast take them out?

Norman: Nothing like now. Well people just didndve real good facilities and they brought
what ever they thought looked half way decent &fdir and some of the stuff really should
have been left home. But it was just the sciendb®times back then. The different breeds have
improved over the years and there was so muchlmexdstuff that come.

Max: Oh ok. So there were not many purebreds?

Norman: Very few purebreds. It was all half breedfsGuernsey’s and Holsteins and Brown
Swiss and Milking Shorthorns and a lot of this s half and half. In fact it was hard to tell
what it was really supposed or what class to pit it

Max: | know the beef cattle now they're so crosdlvetween the Angus and Semimetal.
Probably back then they had the Guernsey’s anéyerand Holsteins crossed.

Norman: Oh yea.

Max: Was there a lot of exhibitors back then? Wihibesbarns full?

Norman: Oh yes. Oh graciously. More exhibitors thaw. Because there were so many more 4-
H clubs than there is now.

Max: Was there enough room for all the cattle?

Norman: No. When the barn got full, they would ppt

tents and have them outside in tents.

Max: Did they drive a post into the ground to kéleem

in place and tie them to.

Norman: Yup!

Max: Was dairy cattle the biggest thing back thien?

know now days dairy is still big but beef is biggéath

the current fair. Was dairy cattle the big thinglod fair?

Norman: Well not so much dairy cattle. It was Jurhgr.

Like all the way from your Senior yearlings on doamd

you got above that then there wasn’t quite so much.

There wasn’t that many milking cows brought in. And

they always use to be big bulls, mature bulls.

Max: | know. Bob Capual brought in a picture of him

with a Brown Swiss bull and David Hoffman had al hul

think it was in 1962 and that bull weighed 2,60Qipds.

Do you remember that bull there?

Norman: His name was George.

Max: That is the biggest bull I've ever seen. | knmy

dad has these bulls and he sells them at 1800 pantl

| think there the biggest animal I've ever seen tmsl

2,600 pound bull and he was sitting there holdingaoit
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like | would hold on to a little heifer calf. | wakinking oh my God. It was like holding onto a
Buffalo there. But he must have been tame.

Norman: Well they were use to being led is whaniounted to. And they always had a ring in
their nose.

Max: Now Hoffman’s were big names back then?

Margie: They had registered Holsteins.

Max: | know now day you say Schmitt and you thirgkry cattle.

Margie: Then there were Curran’s out in Taylor &mely had Guernsey’s didn’t they?

Norman: Yup. And there was Capaul’'s and Pfaff's |IWafaff.

Max: Down by Melrose?

Norman: Down by Melrose.

Max: Did he show Holsteins?

Norman: No he was Brown Swiss. There were Patfieons North Bend. They had Holsteins.
Max: How about Strandberg’'s?

Norman: Standberg’s. There were no Standberg’'snarbere yet. This was before Strandberg’s
came into the picture. But they had Jerseys. Amaihe was Tom Bible. You probable don’t
know Tom Bible.

Max: | know Jim Bible.

Norman: Ok. Well this would be his dad.

Max: Ok. Out there by Disco.

Norman: Out by Disco. They had registered Jerseys.

Max: Were they pretty good competition? Verses otlenty fairs did Jackson County had a
pretty good dairy show?

Norman: They had a good dairy show.

Max: Ok. | know like now days with the market animthe judges are always saying that we are
above other county fairs that border us that theytchave the competition like we do. A lot of
people come to the Jackson County fair just togutigse fine animals. Was it that way back
then that people come from different counties jasvatch the dairy cattle?

Norman: Well of course transportation wasn’t th&e It is now, but the competition way back
when | was first in 4-H, there was very few purelstelThere were a lot of crossbreeds. But then
it got to the point where there was a time whentrobthe stuff was purebred. | mean you had to
show papers on it to bring it, but now it's reverteack again now and it either is or it isn’t. But
you got the purebreds that are judged separatetfiergrades to.

Max: How about when people brought milk cows toftig did they milk them by hand and
store it in milk cans?

Norman: They milked them by hand.

Max: Did they ever have milking machines thereha sixties?

Norman: Some body had, but they didn’t have not aeanuch sophisticated equipment than as
it IS now.

Max: Ok. | know now they got the milk-house witletpipeline.

Norman: The parlor set-up.

Max: In 1954 you came onto the fair board. Weredfthfferent offices or were you just on the
fair board?

Norman: No there was officers.

Max: What were you in 19547

Norman: | was just a director.
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Max: Ok you were a director. When was the firstrygau were the co-president of the fair?
Norman: That's been quite a few years ago. MeriiteBon was president for a couple years.
That would be Judy Olson’s dad. But like | saidkbten we met so few times. We didn’t
hardly know what was going on. The county agenttaedclub agent took care of everything.
Now they don’t really take care of anything really.

Max: | know the FFA started here in Black Riverlgah the 1940’s. Were you able to show
animals through the Black River Falls FFA at thie d¢&s0?

Norman: No. | was in the"Bgrade when we moved from Black River down to th&e | went

to country school for two years down there. Wheediwed and then | went to Melrose for high
school.

Max: Were you ever in FFA?

Norman: No.

Max: When was the first year the FFA was able masht the county fair?

Norman: Max you'’re getting to deep into this.

Max: | know, but I'm the President of the FFA smljust wondering how early they were able
to show.

Norman: | think Allan was in FFA. My brother Allahhad a younger brother, he’s been dead
for many years now, but I'm sure he was in FFA. Mdhink we got a jacket some place in our
stuff that he had. | know that he had one Guerhs#er that he started showing when it was just
a junior calf and he showed it for seven yearsyeyear. When it came to showmanship all he
would do is put the rope over its neck and it wdoltbw him every place he went.

Max: Now was showmanship a big deal back thenWknow days showmanship is not such a
big deal with the market animals. We have to do drder to be in the sale.

Norman: It was just junior and senior. It wasn'oke down like it is now.

Max: | know now days they got junior, immediatedaenior. It's broke into three classes.
Norman: It wasn’t that. You were either in the aldlss or the younger class.

Max: Did you guys do pretty good in showmanship?

Norman: | never was in it. We weren’t in showmapsithen | was in 4-H.

Max: Did do any showmanship?

Margie: No.

Max: Ok. Do you guys currently help out 4-H membar§&FA members? | know Capual’s after
they got done showing their junior show. | knownleae started up a 4-H club. Do you guys
have much to do with 4-H clubs?

Margie: Just when our boys were in.

Max: What did your boys show at the fair?

Norman: They showed cattle.

Max: What year were they about? Sixties or Seveftie

Margie: It would be in the seventies. Allan he jusnhed 40.

Max: Oh yea. That probably would have been in thesties or the eighties. When you guys
were showing at the fair did you enjoy it or diduywish you would have showed something else
along with it to? | know my dad always wanted towimarket animals. But do you guys with
you would have showed a pig or a sheep?

Norman: | showed pigs.

Max: The pigs that you showed how big were theyWidaich do you think they weighed?
Norman: 220 pounds.
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Max: Ok. So about the same size as is which is sddaday. | know today they are about 250
pounds or so. How about the transportation? Didguys have big ton trucks with racks on the
back or trailers? | know your dad | read in thegrapould walk his cattle to the fair.

Margie: He did that, | guess a long time ago. Befogver was around.

Max: | read in the paper that he had walked hidectgn miles to the fair just to show.

Norman: Oh yea. A lot of them did.

Max: Was the fair the big thing for the rural pespl

Norman: Oh yea.

Max: | know now days people look forward to ChrisBnbut back then was the fair bigger than
Christmas?

Norman: A lot of people would come to the fair. Taleole family would bring picnic baskets.
Margie: Yea. When | first met him | was inviteddome and eat noon lunch with him. His
mother fixed a whole picnic lunch and brought drej. We sat under the tress where the trailers
are parked.

Max: So did you and Norman meet at the fair then?

Norman: We met at the Pavilion.

Max: How old were you guys when you met?

Margie: | think | was a senior in high school.

Norman: | was a little bit older.

Margie: Then he went into the service, and whefirhighed his tour of duty, he came home and
then we got married.

Max: Ok. So did you guys look forward to going e tfair to hang out? And what were the
carnival rides like back then to? Did they haveReeris Wheel and the tilt-a-whirl?

Margie: Well they had the Ferris Wheel and all that

Norman: They had the merry go round that playediecnus

Max: What were the other rides like. Did they haeay rides or something.

Margie: They had live ponies and little kids cotitte them.

Max: Was the carnival as big to day as it was libek?

Norman: No it's bigger now. There are more kidesidor little kids. They didn’t lean so heavy
towards that back then. When you got beyond theshéfheel and the merry go round and the
tilt-a-while you just about had it.

Margie: Oh they had the swings. They were behiedtland stands. They were a little chair
type thing.

Max: Yup! I've rode on them once before. | alwalgmk the chains are going to break on me.
Norman: | know when ever we contract for carnivaiwit has to be X number of major rides
and X number of junior rides. So it makes it acabj# for all ages.

Max: Ok. Now how about the grand stands. That'segaind interesting topic. | read in the paper
there were three grand stands. The first one wasjplatform with a roof. | think the second
one was built around 1900 or somewhere around then.

Norman: It was built between 1929 and 1930.

Max: The one that’s currently standing now?

Norman: The one that’s currently standing here. iredHolmstad lumber company had the bid
to build it and | had quite a long conservationhtie fellow that hauled the big lumber, the big
timbers and stuff that are in it, but when it camen the rail road over to the railroad depot and
| know that the timbers were so long that theytham past the cap to keep them on the truck.
When they went up the hill past the Catholic chuhghfront wheels would come up off the
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ground. It wasn’t the present Catholic church isviltze one that was there before this one. But he
said that was in 1929 and they started it in orae gad finished it the next year.

Max: Ok. Now the Great Depression was going whevas built. Did that have any affect on
how it was built.

Margie: | don’t remember because that was the yeas born.

Norman: Yea and me. | don’t remember that.

Max: Ok. Now were the grandstands a big monumemriwou come to the fair? Would you
just be awed by how big the structure was?

Norman: Oh sure.

Max: | think it's still quite a monument for it toe built in that time period with all the labor and
the big structures and the timbers still a monumdren you come in there on 54 and you see it
there.

Norman: And now there has been so much work doneand it's been updated so much over
the last ten years, and to think that they think s sitting in the wrong place so it's got te b
torn down. It doesn’t add up.

Max: Yea. That's quite an interesting topic theéreould have a whole another interview on that.
It would be interesting to interview different péefrom different parts of the county with
different lives, between the rural and the urbhas,livestock and the hockey. It would be
interesting to see their sides of view. Ok. Nowasweading in the paper that the white brick
building what built in 1911 with money that the d¢mts had raised.

Norman: From the rural schools.

Max: Yea. And they built it for school exhibits. ou know much about that?

Norman: Yes. Well it was way before my time. Burfr hearing old veterans talk, you see And
that was used for two years as headquarters officdbe training that was going on there. And
there use to be some of the local veterans thatl cemember being what they called mustard
out. In other words they went to war. They gotitloeders out of which is now that storage
building and went off to war. So there is a lohddtory, but yet it's to bad that it isn’t on the
history, antique list, historical buildings.

Max: Yea that's quite an interesting building | gae

| know the grand stands, the basement of that was

kitchens, that was what Margaret Stetzer was tellin

me. They would feed the CCC people out of that.

There’s quite a bit of history with the grandstands

also.

Norman: Yea. It's to bad that some of this stuftgo

speak is on the chopping block, because theréois a

of history behind it.

Max: Especially the grandstands, it's going to be

different when they go.

Norman: | really haven’t to anybody, other than one

or two people that is really in favor of all of $hthat

they are intending to do. Cement Block Building

Max: What did you think about the first time yowmsa

the grandstands?

Margie: Big!

Max: Did you go on to them and race up the stairs?
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Margie: Yea we raced up the stairs.

Norman: Just like any kid. Race up and down thiesstad look out the back.

Max: | always did that.

Norman: Drop pop bottle down on them piers andlotkam. It’s still a solid line with glass all
along behind it there.

Max: What were all the events they had at the falkrfow one year they had an airplane come
in, in about the early 1900'’s. | know one year thag Dr. Khrone dress his car up with
vegetable, it must have been during a drought,Uuseca had a sign saying, Jackson County has
never had a crop disaster. One thing | noticeddasmore of the community was involved in it
that what it is now. Now day it's more of a rurhle people that bring in exhibits are involved
with it. Where back then you had Krohn and a lothef community that came. It was such a big
community and county thing. Where now it’s just theal farm kids and the exhibitors. Was
there a lot of people back then, like friends frechool, doctors, and teachers come to it?
Norman: Oh yea. Because it was the high light efythar. Now there so many things going on
all the time, the fair kind of gets over looked.cRdahen that was it for the year. So it was really
big deal.

Max: What did you do for fun when you were 17 orfli®iey just had the Ferris Wheel, because
you can only have just so much fun on that. Did gays go to the Pavilion and dance?
Norman: Oh yea. The Pavilion was a lively place.

Max: Did they have local bands come in?

Norman: Oh yea. There were bands from all ovehand.

Margie: EImo Johnson would always play there.

Max: Ok. What was the main band that they wouldagisvhave come and play?

Norman: There were all kinds of different ones.

Max: If you had to pay to get into the Pavilion,awvas the person who got the cover charge.
Norman: | think it was the fair board.

Max: Did the proceeds go to help out the fair?

Norman: Yup!

Max: Now days the fair charges admission to get the fair. Was there admission back in the
40's?

Norman: Yea. | know the admission at the pavilige to be way up to a quarter.

Max: What was the admission to get into the faiogs?

Norman: | don't really remember that. | don't thitkvas much less that it is right now. We
charge a dollar daily admission now. We're aboatdheapest fair going, as far as daily
admission to the grounds. Some of them charge®, IQ dollars, but that includes going into
the grandstands to. So that deters a lot of pedmeause if there’s someone that is not
interested in what's going on in the grandstanusy particularly don’t care to pay 6,7, or 8
dollars just to walk in on the grounds.

Max: Ok. Another question here. What day were thieyccattle showed?

Norman: | think they were Sunday and Monday, bee&@saturday was entry day, and Tuesday
was the end of the fair. The end of the fair themy want to know what time they released the
exhibits?

Max: Six or so?

Norman: Eight ‘0’ clock at night.

Max: That's pretty late.
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Norman: A lot of the exhibits weren’t taken outilittie next day, because there wasn’t near as
many trucks then as there is now and people tdat@inmercial trucking, they had to make so
many trips that they could only make so many. Ev¥argner then milked cows, which is
different now, so a lot of them were held over L@ next day.

Max: | know with us we get released at 4:30 andyafeto be out of there by 5 and that. Then |
got to go home for chores, because | always gbele dad milk cows on Sunday nights. I'm
always hoping to get that night off, but that doekappen.

Norman: It was a lot different then. The transpwtapart was a lot different. | know when
Lorence my brother and | would bring calves, oughleor had a little half ton Ford pick-up,

with a high rack on it. Probably 1935, 36 Ford. jd two three calves in there, what ever it was
and boy he had a load.

Max: How did you guys get your cattle up to the7ai

Margie: It was just Gilbertson Brothers. It wasl§gittson Brothers trucking, they had the great
big trucks with the high sides. They were the dhes hauled dads.

Max: Ok. Did the Gilbertson Brothers do a lot ohmoercial trucking?

Margie: Yea.

Max: Was there a loading ramp there. | know Blakestill have that big truck with a box on it.
Did they have loading ramp there to take all thileaff?

Norman: They had chutes. Portable chutes and wgettan around to where ever we need them.
Max: Yesterday | was looking at a picture, on tineigr dairy barn they use to have a copula but
it ran the whole length of the barn, but now itistja peak. Bob Capual had a picture in front of
the barn with it.

Norman: It sat on both of them. They got them \atdrs and all now. And of course the sides
always use to be closed, now they are all openy gbethat paneling on the sides. They had
doors that dropped down on hinges. And at nigliusing the off season the building was closed
up tight. You couldn’t see in there.

Max: When was the VFW building built.

Norman: Oh man. That’s old. That goes way back iné1800’s.

Max: Do you know what that was used for before thag it.

Norman: They built it and they own it.

Max: Ok. | know we go there once in a while to &fthe fair.

Margie: That's a good place to eat. They got thet hamburgers.

Max: Some more building questions here. How abloogé cement bathrooms? Were they
always there?

Norman: They were built about thirty years agoldathrooms.

Max: When was the current kitty barn built?

Norman: Well Ron Wyss could tell you. Because he wad-H at the time it was built. He said
that he helped solicit to get funds to help build i

Margie: He was in the Cloverdale Club then.

Max: Another question. Do you guys still wish yoere still showing cattle at the fair? | know
Bob Capual stopped showing cattle back in 1990henstopped showing because he got to old.
But I think he still wants to do it.

Norman: It's a good experience.

Max: Yea it is. I've always been at the fair sinamuld walk. | know | would always be with

my mom and my sister when my sister was showing.pigon’t know what | would do with out
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the fair. That makes my hold year. Well | guesslivatart wrapping up this interview. Is there
anything else you want to add? We talked aboubthieings and the experience at the fair.
Margie: | know | have worked in the home executiv@ding and people come in there from
Trempealeau county Buffalo County, they're visitihg fair and they think this is the nicest fair
there is around.

Max: | know I've talked to a lot of people and thése the old fashioned fair.

Margie: Yup. They like it this way.

Max: | haven’t talked to anybody that would likedee the fair grounds go. They just like
coming here to see the old fashioned fair and thielings. | have to say my favorite building on
the whole fairgrounds would be the pig barn.

Margie: Oh yes. When you work with pigs you like it

Max: Yea. There is nothing like that pig barn. Amatinteresting thing is my show box. My
show box happens to be the right height to whermatter if you're 4 foot tall or 6 foot 7
inches, your feet are somehow off the ground. Aeajpte just like to sit on my show box,
dangle their feet and tap my show box. | don’t knelat it is. There are other show boxes at
different heights, but mine is just the right heigtat when | come into the barn there is usually
about five little kids piled on my show box. | tkiit’s almost more comfortable than those fold
out chairs.

Norman: Oh yes.

Margie: Another thing there use to be at the faiogds was the Evangelical Church had a food
stand where the antique building sits now.

Max: Did they have good food out of there?

Margie: Oh yes!

Norman: But it got to the point where they couldyet help to run it, so they just abandoned it.
Max: Ok.

Norman: Nope. It's to bad that all of this hullabals going on about changing everything over
there. I've only talked to a couple of people whdals'oh that's progress”.

Margie: It is but.

Max: Well my dad, he’s not totally against it besauhere is nothing wrong with having new
buildings, but the fair has been around since abh889 and it started over on the Mills Farm
over on &' street. But it's been where it is now for well oeehundred years. And Jerome
Laufenberg said that you loose the camaraderi¢heoflecades of the fair and how it's been in
the same vicinity of the place, but you might lodse camaraderie of what is all ready there.
Thank you for the interview.
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2008 Falls History Project: Lillian Hart
Interviewer: Max Hart
November 19, 2007

“I think we have had wonderful ones and
we

will continue to have them. Who knows in
the future with a new arena how it will go.
But you know it’s just the change of time.
It's just like tearing down that Pavilion,
you hated to see it go, but it was time that
we have to move on | guess.”

- Lillian Hart

Lillian Hart

Max: It's November 19, 2007. I'm interviewing Li#lh Hart about the Jackson County Fair for
the Falls History Project.

The first question here is would you please

state your name and the place you were born angetireyou were born.

Lillian Hart: I'm Lillian Hart. | was born in Calashia, Minnesota in December of 1927. So that
means I’'m going to be 80 years old in another mo@#n you believe that?

Max: Ok. To kick of this interview I'll ask you whavas the first year you showed anything at
the fair?

Lillian: Oh my. I joined 4-H when | was nine yeanisl. That was when you could become a
member of a 4-H club. | joined the Spring Creek 4Hib. | was a 4-H member all through the
years. | then became a general leader. When | veaised | moved to Irving so | became an
Irving Sticktight. Our Eugene was a member and vadorig with him and the next thing | knew
| was a general leader and | was a general leadeeri years. We had a large club. The Irving
Sticktights were very active in many things. Theyrwmany things in the district. They also
went to state with our production of Black RivertAology, which was written by Ruth
Zielsdorf. It was an original. That was a big hight for the Irving Sticktights.

Max: Wow! | didn’t know that. What did you showthie Jackson County Fair?

Lillian: My sister and I, when we were about nirreden, my dad had sheep. So we had to pick
out a lamb from the herd. You didn’t go to somecsgigplace to pick out a purebred or
something special like that. You just picked olarab and you went to the fair. This was the
same way with a heifer calf; you just picked ou¢ drom the herd. My dad just had grade cattle.
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We always got a place. | remember the one yeal thas going to take baking. | made baking
powder biscuits. My sister had the sheep and whgbd do when you don’t have a pick-up to
haul the sheep? You take out the back seat ofathand you put the sheep in back of the car. So
my sister was sitting in the back with these tweegh | was sitting in front with my dad, holding
my baking powder biscuits. What did the sheep do&yWwere not used to being confined in the
back seat of a car. Leaped over, right into myfgkiowder biscuits. So needless to say | didn'’t
take baking powder biscuits to the fair that year.

Max: Ok. So did Billy or Jack show anything at fae?

Lillian: Oh sure. They did back then.

Max: Did they ever show any heifer calves?

Lillian: Oh sure. But just grade. Like | said yatsf chose what ever from the herd. You thought
that calf looked fairly good. You’'d lead that arausnd you would take that.

Max: Where did you show them at? Where on the ffaugds | should ask?

Lillian: Where the Junior Dairy barn is, but outsigbu just walked around in the ring outside
there. It didn’t make a difference if there wasoavdpour. When it was your turn to show, you
showed no matter what type of weather. | can reneemialking around in that circle in the rain.
Max: Ok. So was that arena used for sheep?

Lillian: Well there was the sheep barn.

Max: Where was that at?

Lillian: It right along there by the hog barn. Thevas a sheep barn around there somewhere. |
remember when Willard was in 4-H, he took a pig #vad was in where the hog barn is now. He
always complained because they had more pigs thahtivey had allowed for. They had to put
a gate and he got a pen that had a big stumpHteitidn’t like that. But he had to take it
because that was all that was left. There wereyawadot of exhibits in the livestock.

Max: What were your first memories of the fair?

Lillian: Oh my first memories. | remember takingli@ess, | remember making the dress, and in
style review, and the style review was held ovehmPavilion. You would show off your dress
there. Where we had to keep our things was unaegrdgindstands. There were no metal
buildings; your exhibits were under the grandstasdsh as canning and a lot of stuff. Now I'm
talking about back in the 40’s. There have beest aflchanges since then. Each of the 4-H
clubs had a booth, like they do now in the 4-H dhinis. You really aimed to make a nice booth.
Of course they were judged. | guess those areditide memories of showing in the rain, and
my sisters sheep, | just don’t remember where gheyved the sheep. | don’t even know if they
took them out. Maybe they just kept them in perm know that when we didn’'t have them
metal building, there were buildings that were ntug to the fairgrounds from the CCC camp
in Irving. That is where they used a display af@ae whole building was full of school exhibits.
That was when all the county schools, they enterelifferent areas. That was at the fair and
that building was full of school exhibits. They wgudged and they were given ribbons just like
anything else.

Max: Where were those buildings placed at?

Lillian. Pretty much along where they are now. biknthe Methodist Ladies Aid had one of
them. They served meals. They served breakfastedisupper. They had the full course meals.
Then kind of along in there, maybe in the 50’s wtien4-H built their food stand. It had
benches along the outside, a kitchen in the baok.Would order, after the arena was built, the
4-H was over in the food stand there in the ar&han for a few years we played Bingo in the
old food stand.
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Max: Has there been any major changes that yo&ga since you started showing and up to
present day? | know you've been Secretary for abOutears or so.

Lillian: Yes! The arena is such a wonderful placeshow things. Jackson County is very
fortunate to have a nice place. You can have twmgthgoing on at the same time. That is really
nice. | think that is maybe the biggest thing. Doéding, we got the kitty barn, which we never
had. You can have the small animals in there. Yagosl can remember there was a round
building, | don’t know where that really came frobut that is where they had the flowers and
the crops, the corn and the oats and that. Thatwliase those exhibits were. That was neat.
That was a round one. | always liked that one. Thasure was tore down or hauled away.
Max: | know I interviewed Norman and Margie Johnsast week and they gave me a picture of
Norman showing a calf and the round building wathebackground. Sitting on the stairs was
my Great Grandma Adah Hart and Margaret was leaagagnst the door.

Lillian: Willard brought a bull to the fair and s a picture of quite a few of them standing
there with the bulls. | think he had the misfortamal they were going to take it where ever and
the bull jumped up out of the truck and brokedts.1So he didn't get to take it where ever he
was going to take it to. He still talks about ttatay, about how his prized bull jumped out of
the truck and broke its leg and he couldn’t go famgher.

Max: That's a bad deal. Was it in 1949 or 59 whHenRolio epidemic come out and shut down
the fair?

Lillian: That was in 49. 49 to 50 | remember. Wdrdt have the fair. | was just married, We
were married in 49 and | remember canceling out.udéeto go up to the fairs in couples up in
Chippewa Falls or go to La Crosse fair, but youndiceally want to go anyplace because that
was the fear of contracting Polio.

Max: So that's why the fair was canceled in 49awenless contact between people.

Lillian: Right. You didn’t want to get exposed.

Max: It must have been something big for the faigét cancelled?

Lillian: Yea for that reason.

Max: | know the fair was held at the Miller farm 1859 and 60. Do you know much about that?
Lillian: No. I suppose I've read about it but I"eéso forgot about it. The years | was involved in
the fair were in the 70’s. In the 80’s, not so mbelcause then | was in the extension office. But
then after | retired from the extension office thme the secretary/treasurer for 13 years. When
| started in the extension office in 1960. The egien office is highly involved in the fair and
you knew who the president was and the secretasyand Gene Savage who was the
Agricultural agent and he was the secretary ofdire Our office was again involved a little
more there.

Max: Did you ever do anything with the PaviliondBjiou and Willard go up there for dances?
Lillian: Oh yes. That Pavilion was the main thivge had crowds there. IT was filled. It had a
wonderful floor. It had lights, different coloreigjhts, lattice ceiling. That was a beautiful
building. It had lattice fence as you walked ineTights would be low, with these different
colored lights. Oh my. They had good bands theut pBople danced then. People don’t dance
anymore. | know we use to get big name bands. pesgit would be in the 70’s, but there
weren’t many people there. It cost to have themwesaut that out. But for years a dance was a
big thing. You hated to see it burnt down. The fdepartment burnt it down and | know many of
the fair board members stood there and watch&@u.knew a lot of memories. But | know
when | graduated from high school, what did you ¥o@ went to the Pavilion to the dance. The
firemen’s dance then. Many good times.
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Max: When did the Pavilion start to taper off?

Lillian: | suppose in the late 70’s.

Max: When did the dances start going? I'm not sufien it was built. | think it was built back in
the 30’s.

Lillian: Yea way back in the 30’s. That was a p@uylace. | remember the 4-H, they had
Bermuda shorts that came to the knees and everybasgupposed to wear these Bermuda
shorts. That's what you were supposed to wearbhgene wouldn’t go, because he didn't like
those Bermuda shorts. Now look today. Look how wear shorts a lot in the summer time. But
that’s just how time changes.

Max: Yea. So did you and Willard go to the Pavileiot?

Lillian: A lot. That's what you did back then.

Max: During the fair did the biggest dance go onhaf year?

Lillian: I think the Saturday night was the big htgThen when Al Larson was chair of Miss
Jackson County, Miss Jackson County plays a biggbane fair, and Al Larson was a

wonderful promoter of the fair. The results of Mess Jackson County were not announced until
Sunday night. That was a big crowd. Now look atd&ymight by six ‘O’ clock, the exhibits are
released at 4:30. At six ‘O’ clock they’re takingveh the rides and you wouldn’t even know
there had been a fair. But Sunday night was ahaayig night. The grandstand was full. That
was a big attraction.

Max: Norman was saying the fair use to last Satyr8anday, Monday, and Tuesday. Was that
the dates it use to be?

Lillian: When I've been involved in the 60’s | ddamemember that. | remember walking to the
fair when they would let school out. Then it didodst hardly anything to get into the fair. It
always had lots of good rides. The merry go roumemember the merry go round and the
music would play. They don’'t hardly have merry gamds and if they do you never hear the
music that’s being played. The bumper cars, | reberthose. | remember a roller coaster. We
had a roller coaster one year. That was along lsrevtihe restrooms and the kitty barn are now.
That was there before those buildings were budtehOne of my favorite memories was on a
Sunday night and after the fair was over with, gwod give a sigh of relief that another good fair
is done. The fair board members would be aroun&#eeetary’s building, and the owners of the
rides would let the board members ride any ridemember Gile lliff sitting on the horse on the
merry go round. Or on the roller coaster was tiewobne remember and Gene Savage sat up in
the front and the rest of us board members wetieaiack.

Max: What were the attractions for the grandstands?

Lillian: They had horse pulls. | don’'t remembebitt they use to have horses going around the
track with a buggy. Some doctor had a horse. ktitiwas Dr. Krohn that had a horse that
would trot around. Horses would come in from diietrplaces. It would be a race, but you were
in a buggy or a cart. There were cart races witsdtbeautiful black horses. | remember my
brother and | were in the freckle contest. My bestheat me out. He had more. You had to go
up on the stage, they would say any kid such aod an age, they’d make you come up there
and we’d be standing up there on the stage andwbeaid go down through to see which kid
had the most freckles. Brother Bill and | were pidlout as some of the ones that had the most.
Then | remember they had a hog calling contest. ivamlito call the hogs. | remember having a
milking contest one time. Nyla Musser was one efdhes and Gene Savage and another one,
and Nyla got the most milk. The judges had to skeelvone had the most milk and Nyla was
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the one the one that had the most milk. Of courda Was use to milking cows because she had
to milk cows.

Max: What were the premiums back in those days?

Lillian: Premiums | don’t think was really changali

that much. 25 cents, 50 cents, a dollar, and yawkn

premiums are not all the much today either. But gou

to go by the state with state aid and all that. tBat

premiums haven’t changed all that much in all that

time. So | think you say which has changed the most

and I'd say the buildings have changed the mosi. Yo

know you've got a new Secretary’s building. | loved

that old Secretary’s building. Do you remember thidt

red one that kind of leaned?

Max: Yup.

Lillian: But I still liked it. It was hot and theg

comment but | enjoyed it. | remember when the

treasurer had a brooter coop and that was setmagit The old Secretary’s building

to the Secretary’s building. Then that is where the

treasurer was and you know when you needed exttaaravhen someone came and paid for a
booth or what ever. They always went into this beogoop. Of course in later years, when Gile
lliff was president, he would bring his little tles and we were in that. Then Kinning rented a
bigger one. You could be in there away from hathegmoney right out there in front.

Max: | know Norman Johnson was saying that theygind some buildings up from the CCC
camp in Irving that they used at dorms that weeegd over by the pine trees. Would you tell
me about those?

Lillian: I just know that that is where they weret.sThey were dorms for the ones that stayed
over night.

Max: Did you stay over night in them?

Lillian: No we never did. We always had to go hoamel help do the chores. We didn't get a
chance to stay there.

Max: Where did you grow up at?

Lillian: Do you know where brother Bill lives?

Max: Yup.

Lillian: That is where | grew up.

Max: Oh so that's the home farm.

Lillian: Yup. My dad moved there in 29. They sagtthe just bought the farm and the
Depression came about that time and that was gretty for many people. When he moved
there and brother Bill was a baby, so he had thideand there was brother Bill. So he had four
little kids when he moved there.

Max: Do you remember Bob Capual much?

Lillian: Yup. | remember that he sold for many ygar

Max: He had the Brown Swiss.

Lillian: I think that if anybody would have fair witren across them is the Kinning family. | have
never seen any other family that is so involved smdupportive of the fair. You know what is
the fair? It's an educational event for kids taigrtheir what ever it is for competition. Show off
their work. You know you grow by that. | just pditthose families, the mothers and the dads.
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They are supportive. | just think that fair peoples ones that exhibit or have exhibited are just
the greatest, because you don’t hear about anglaoYou got all of these volunteers and you
got a lot of work. But I just think that they allonk together and if you didn’t have volunteers
and if you didn’t have those working mothers andsjaou wouldn’t have a fair. That’'s what
makes a fair.

Max: | know | had read an article written backle 90’s and it had a picture of a person
sweeping in the dairy barn and it had a captionyiis out the parents, the mothers and the
fathers, the kids and the grandparents that alwayse the Wednesday, the week before the fair
and clean up there wouldn’t be a fair without theseple.

Lillian: My grandson Tony was always with me at tag. He got really involved with the fair
and | always say that he has never missed a fic@mémber the flag pole right out by the front
was dedicated, and | remember holding him when tléyhat. He’s been to the fair ever since.
He’s been co-secretary / treasurer with me. Héyrbalped me a lot from when | took over
again in 90 and | retired in 2003.

Max: Did Eugene show any cattle at the fair whenvas in 4-H?

Lillian: Oh yes. He showed dairy cattle. A coupleeks before the fair you would go and tour
the exhibits that were to be showed at the fairybw do that now?

Max: No so much.

Lillian: That was a must that you had to do. On S8aeday | remember Eugene had to get his
heifer out of the barn to lead it around and heeealstood around to see. Does he know how to
lead it? Does the calf lead right? Is the calffdig right? Then he took wood working also. Then
Tony was a great 4-H member also. | kind of got lmwolved in that because he was with me a
lot. He did demonstrations. He would win in the miyuand then he would go to the districts. He
did well in demonstrations. He mad Peanut Butteskies one time. He had that big bakers cap
on. Then he sent that recipe to

Mr. Food. Mr. Food used that recipe on his show.

Max: Wow! That's interesting. Anything else you walike to talk about. | got some questions
here, but I'll let you talk about anything.

Lillian: Well you ask me a question and I'll go tom there.

Max: Ok. After you got done showing and got marmed all that, were you highly involved in
the 4-H? | know you said that you were a generdée. Did you help the kids get the animals
ready?

Lillian: 1 didn’t as much because | was in extemsiben and | had to be over in the office. The
dads were pretty much always over there. | wasllysinasy on check in day because someone
would loose a tag on an animal and they would coweg and have to get it changed over to
another one. So | was involved that way, rathen ther in the barn.

Max: Ok. So what does the fair mean to you?

Lillian: What it means to me is | just think thésia big educational event. It is kind of the
biggest event of the county. It use to be just $day, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Now we
start it on a Wednesday night. Then you think efgrandstands and the money that has been
put into it and the work that has been put int®iit you know only five days out of the year that
grandstand is used. It sits out in all kinds of thea It's only used five days. | think that that i
sad, but | guess that is a grandstand. Someonsayasy a grandstand like that, you don’t
hardly have them like that in the state of Wisconsknow Trempealeau County tore theirs
down a few years ago and they say don’t tear dbvahgrandstand. But if the developers, what
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ever they got developed, | know it would be yearwl the road to do what they want to do, but
| think that grandstands will be around a few ygaats That's my feeling.

Max: That grandstand it's the biggest part of thie for me. | know the Pavilion was the biggest
part for you. But the grandstand is where all tbigoa is.

Lillian: It holds many memories. Now the area untther grandstand is kind of dead. There isn’t
much going on under there. But it use to be ungegtandstand, you could go out the door and
come around. But now it's blocked off because efttlack. You use to walk that way and walk
to the Pavilion and then there was a beer staneh Vbu could just go around in a circle. That
kind of changed it when you couldn’t go out thadl ef the grandstand.

Max: Do you still come a lot to the fair?

Lillian: Oh certainly. | helped out with the bak# on Saturday this past year. | partake in that
bake off. I've been a judge a few years ago wheretiwere 29 Blueberry desserts. Then you
have to come up with one winner. They had this yesybe 13 to 14 participants in Blueberry.
Then everybody gets to sample it afterwards. Kigrias ice cream there and everybody
samples this and this and then you get some iegrcri#’s nice.

Max: So what do you think about the fair now das?you think it's as big and alive as it was
back in your days?

Lillian: I think they have nice crowds. Here ag#idepends on the weather. We've had some
hot weather. They don’t even put the rides on wthere’s hot weather. They do that more at
night.

Max: | know Norman was saying that there were sayvanimals for dairy, that they’'d had to
put up tents to accommodate for the dairy. He gece were more exhibits back in the 50’s than
now.

Lillian: Of course there was more farms. There’sramy less. Then | think with the meat
animal sale. | don’t know how long that has beeimgon. But that was a thing to start for the
fair. Where you sell your prized ones.

Max: I've been in that every year.

Lillian: That's wonderful. You have to be up atextain weight to get in. I'm sure there are a lot
of kids that want to be in that to. A person has/twok for that. You have to have it gain.

Max: | know the market sale is a big thing. But tdoenpetition is a lot. People spend way to
much on a steer. Even if you receive grand chamyitnit you still don’t make anything and
you have probably lost money. I think it is blowawwout of proportion. | know when | started
showing | just got a steer off the feed lot anddaived a red ribbon with him. Now days |
wouldn’t want to bring him. In the past five ye#ine competition has really increased.

Lillian: That is their goal. You know there are twiles to that.

Max: Did you make any lifelong friendships becaaggoing to the fair?

Lillian: I guess the Kinnings. Butch’s mother Anitaa good friend. The Kinnings are all good
friends. | guess little Gile Patterson and Gil# Bind John Curran. | think of many of those that
I've worked with, Max, and they're not here anymdiee worked with Merlin Peterson,

worked with a lot of those presidents of the fabremember of one of the presidents didn’t even
come to the fair the first day because he was hmmeining. Well that was his responsibility to
come to the fair. Well then a lot of the resporigibs of the fairgrounds were laid onto us. |
remember one time the president resigned aboutrdimb@fore the fair. So little Gile Patterson
was the vice president then and he and | took d¥emvas older then. | always remember that
we had outdoor toilets then and they were overglpnthe antique building is, and then we had
a girl come crying saying that she had droppedursgdown in the toilet. Little Gile was there
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trying to retrieve that purse. This president rasgjand | remember this one because he never
went to the bank with the money. He kept it in tiumk of his car. At the end of the fair he
would take that money down to the bank and he had&nk count the money. We didn’t do any
of the counting. He just worked out of the trunkhed car. Today you know are a little leery.
When I'd go to the bank with a bag of money, whyllgvd was always very cautious. You'd
always have to keep some money over for the ngxtlitleas a responsibility. But I'd have to
say that | was never really afraid. Sometimes wjwnhad a lot of money the cops would take
me down so | could put it in the night deposit.r8te would come up and they’d call up to the
Secretary’s office and say that there were tornaaimings out, well what do you do? You don't
like to get onto the loud speaker and say theagtignado warning out. That would scare people.
| remember one time it was quite windy and | rememlwhn Marg coming into the trailer house
and he told me to get out of there. | took the kheok and the money | had and | went home.
Then Tony called and said that we need the ched¢kfmwavhat ever show was going on then.
You had to pay them when they were done and | iradheckbook, so they had to come out and
get the checkbook. Well | told them that John Matd me to get out of there, so | left. In the
early days | remember they had a ball game behiadtandstand and cars would come in full
of people going to the ball game, well you didealty know for sure if they were coming to the
fair or if they were going to the ball game becaitisy didn’t want to pay anything to get in. So
having to argue with them a little bit. | kind dféd having a man at the front gate. We had to
have a few times that we had to put a stop torémember on time that there was a pick pocket
and | remember that president getting on the Igadker saying there’s a pick pocket person on
the grounds, so protect your stuff. That kind @&fres people.

Max: | know that when that fair is done with on 8ag | always go into the arena for the
Herdsmanship awards and the parade of champitmskithat's the saddest part of the fair.
Lillian: Yes, because it’s the end.

Max: Wednesday nights my favorite because youtgotithole five days to look forward to.
Then Sunday after the demolition derby and sittivege in the arena.

Lillian: You’'ll have those memories for the restyafu life. Years ago they would have the
parade of champions. You would come out of the bachcome out in front of the grandstands
and come all that way around. | remember this ehkeagjent would announce then as the kids
came along and | remember he got mixed up on s@ames. You can’'t expect him to remember
all the names and what they showed. Well he samk#iung a little wrong and the parent of this
kid got kind of irate with him because he didn’haance that right.

Max: | know Deb Jones does it now. We go to theaseith our stuff and she announces. Then
they announce the herdsmanship awards. Did you thawe back then?

Lillian: Oh yes. Irving Sticktights for years théwpd those plaques on the Irving Town Hall.
They always got a plaque for being one of the togsol think they still do today?

Max: Oh yes. We still do at least get one. Whéttlike on Sunday when the fair was done for
you?

Lillian: You felt sad. But then again | remembemnKing would give me a hug and he would say
we did it again. You were just glad that nobody lgatt. There are so many things that could
happen. We had a good fair and good crowds. Itaxsaagccess and you knew that when it ended
on a Sunday night. Then counting the ribbons, &stht end as soon as the fair is over with, then
you order the ribbons for the next year. When | th@sSecretary, we always counted those
ribbons and they knew how many red, white, and bhes we had. Then you knew what to
order for the next year instead of waiting unté thext year when the fair is upon us and then
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wondering how many to order. Ribbons are a bigghirhen lining up judges. There is a
responsibility in getting ready ahead of timeakds a lot of people to make a good fair. | think
we have had wonderful ones and we will continukaee them. Who knows in the future with a
new arena how it will go. But you know it’s jusitichange of time. It's just like tearing down
that Pavilion, you hated to see it go, but it waeetthat we have to move on | guess.
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