
Dear Student/Family,

Thank you for your interest in post-secondary credit for your student. We are very proud of you in
taking on the opportunity of advanced education, as well as the heightened responsibility of a college
level class. Enclosed in this packet you will find detailed information on the Start College Now (SCN)
program offered through Wisconsin Technical Colleges. This program allows students to pursue
post-secondary educational opportunities. Our Counseling Office will do its best to answer your
questions. However, the process of SCN is the responsibility of the student and family.

Completed applications must be submitted to the Counseling Office by October 1 for Spring
semester courses, or March 1 for Fall semester courses.

Here are some specifics about the Start College Now program. Additional information can be found
throughout this packet.

Start College Now:
● Students must be in good academic standing and on track for graduation
● Courses cannot be comparable or duplicates of those available directly through BRFHS
● Students enroll in courses through a Wisconsin Technical College

Educational institutions have varying guidelines and timelines. They may require different forms of
documentation, entrance testing, prerequisites, and other fees beyond the tuition and book fees that
are covered as part of this program.

Enclosed in this packet is the application and other procedures for Start College Now. Once
you have completed the procedures as outlined, bring the completed form to the Counseling
Office. They, along with a committee, will review the materials and determine whether the
request meets the criteria to move forward.

We wish you the best as you explore this educational opportunity! Please contact us if you have any
further questions.

Libby Secard MaKyla Burkwalt
High School Counselor High School Counselor
libby.secard@brf.org makyla.burkwalt@brf.org
(715) 284-4324 ext. 2022 (715) 284-4324 ext. 2021



Start College Now Application Instructions

Please read through and follow the step-by-step directions below to ensure all sections and
processes are completed properly. You may be required to make additional contact with your chosen

Tech School or to complete additional paperwork, depending on the course(s) you are requesting.

Student/Parent Responsibilities:
● Complete 10th grade and be in good academic standing (This program is available to 11th and

12th grade students)
● Complete the Start College Now application, available through the Counseling Office
● Submit the completed application (including student and parent/guardian signatures) no later

than October 1 for spring semester courses or March 1 for fall semester courses to your high
school counselor.

● If the student disagrees with the committee’s decision regarding comparability of courses or
satisfaction of high school graduation requirements, the student may appeal the decision to the
state superintendent within 30 days after the decision has been made.

● Transportation to and/or from the technical college is the student’s responsibility.

Start College Now Checklist

As you are the driver of this process, you may find this checklist helpful to stay organized. Please
note, there may be additional forms, paperwork, or other pieces of information needed for your

particular course(s). Please check with your chosen Tech School for specific information.

________ Start College Now Application

________ Fall or spring semester marked
**Application must be approved by the school committee no later than October 1 for spring semester
courses and March 1 for fall semester courses.**

________ Course title and course number listed

________ Student and parent email included

________ Test Scores (Accuplacer or ACT)
See BRFHS Counseling Office for test date information
Fee for this test is collected on the date of the test:

Complete test - $20
1 test/1 section - $10



**IMPORTANT INFORMATION**
Enrolling in a college course as a high school student is not to be taken lightly - it’s a big commitment
and requires a lot of responsibility. Please carefully consider if taking a college class is right for you at

this time. Review the following items to get a better understanding of what it means to be a High
School Special student through Start College Now and the Early College Credit Program.

Commute Time:
Getting to and from campus can take a
considerable amount of time. Parking is often
difficult to find so build in time for finding a spot
(if you intend to drive) and getting to your class
from parking. Most courses involve both lecture
and discussion and/or lab sections which may
meet at different times of day so you’ll want to
factor this in as well.

Enrollment Not Guaranteed:
SCN and ECCP students are in the last group
of students to enroll in courses; priority is given
to degree-seeking students even when
enrolling from a wait list. Final enrollment
status may not be determined until after the
first week of classes. There is no guarantee
you will be able to get a spot in a class.

Final Exams:
Final exams are usually scheduled outside of
regular class time. Refer to course details and
a schedule of classes to ensure you are
available for final exams.

Meetings Outside of Class:
Some courses require student group meetings
outside of class time which may include
evenings. If you have other evening activities
and/or live a considerable distance from
campus, you’ll want to keep this in mind when
deciding if taking a class will work for you.

Grades:
Enrolled high school students are expected to
fully participate in classes and are graded on
par with their undergraduate classmates.

College Transcript:
As an enrolled high school student, you earn
tech school or university credit and establish a
permanent record through your chosen school.
The GPA earned from coursework completed
as an SCN/ECCP student would be applied to
your undergraduate GPA should you attend the
same school as a degree-seeking student in
the future.

Courses taken through Start College Now and
the Early College Credit Program become part
of the permanent Tech School/University
record and may affect subsequent admission to
post secondary institutions. A poor or
incomplete grade could have a negative impact
on a future admission decision.

Placement Tests:
Placement tests are available for math and
foreign language to help you determine what
level course is appropriate for you. You may
also need to work with advisors in math or
foreign language departments to determine the
correct placement based upon previous
coursework you may have had.

Student Privacy Rights:
Student Privacy Rights (FERPA) rules apply to
ALL Tech School and University students.
Communication is expected from students
(not parents), and is restricted by law in
regards to student record, including course
schedule. This includes communicating with
faculty, teaching assistants, advisors, and
deans.



I’ve turned in my application… now what?

Once you have turned in your application, there are many steps you
have to take before you can actually take the course.

Every college, technical school, and university has a slightly different process. It is VERY
IMPORTANT that you ask the institution directly what steps are required.

To be helpful, we put together the following checklist to help guide your questions of the institution as
you work through the process.

❏ Find out who the contact person for the program is at the particular institution you are looking
to take classes through. Sometimes, the HS counselors already know this information, but this
is not always the case.

❏ Obtain a course schedule from the institution so you can see when the course(s) you wish to
take are offered

❏ Inquire about the process for application to the institution:
- Is there additional paperwork that needs to be filled out?
- Are there additional fees that need to be paid?
- How will they bill Black River Falls School District so you and your family are not

charged?

❏ Inquire about placement test requirements:
- What test do you have to take?
- Where and when is it offered?
- Are there fees associated? If so, how will they bill Black River Falls School District so

you and your family are not charged?
- Will your test results automatically be sent to someone in enrollment or is action

required of you and your family?

❏ What is the process for registration and enrollment in a course?
- What is the timeline for this to be completed?
- Are there directions for completing this process?

❏ What is the process for obtaining books for this course?
- Through this program, students can not be charged fees for books needed for courses.

Black River Falls School District needs to be billed directly or the costs are waived by
the higher ed institution. What is the process to ensure this happens?

- How do you get my books for this course?

❏ What additional information do you need to know before starting this course?



Wisconsin Technical Colleges
Start College Now

Please use the following contact information when completing your application and course
registration process. Many schools have additional information available on the websites listed below.

Blackhawk Technical College
Rini De Alwis
608.757.7729
ddealwis@blackhawk.edu

www.blackhawk.edu/Programs-Class
es/Start-College-in-High-School

Chippewa Valley Technical
College (CVTC)
Kristel Tavare
715.858.1833
startcollegenow@cvtc.edu

www.cvtc.edu/admissions/college-credit
-opportunities-in-high-school

Fox Valley Technical College
Morganne Markofski
920.225.5900
startcollegenow@fvtc.edu

www.fvtc.edu/programs/Credit-For-Pri
or-Learning/Early-College-Credit/Start
-College-Now

Gateway Technical College
Samantha Duczak
262.564.2322
duczaks@gtc.edu

www.gtc.edu/admissions/audience/hig
h-school-students/earn-college-credit-
high-school

Lakeshore Technical College
David Hermann
920.693.1727
David.Hermann@gotoltc.edu

www.gotoltc.edu/future-students/high-s
chool/college-in-hs

Madison College
Audra Cooke
608.246.6222
AMCooke@madisoncollege.edu

www.madisoncollege.edu/start-college
-now

Mid-State Technical College
Jackie Esselman
715.422.5413
jackie.esselman@mstc.edu

www.mstc.edu/dual-credit

Milwaukee Area Technical
College (MATC)
Nichole Johnson
414.297.6698
johnsna3@matc.edu
Francis Wyne
414.297.7852
wynef@matc.edu

https://www.matc.edu/academics/acade
mic-resources/four-year-transfer/dual-e
nrollment/start-college-now.html

Moraine Park Technical
College
Tiffany Rohde
920.887.4444
trhode@morainepark.edu

www.morainepark.edu/academics/k-1
2-resources/start-college-now/

Contact information for the remaining Wisconsin Technical Colleges is continued on the back.
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Nicolet College
Sarah Gruber
715.365.4565
sgruber@nicoletcollege.edu

www.nicoletcollege.edu/admissions/be
come-student/start-college-high-school

Northcentral Technical
College
Maureen Fuller
715.803.1228
fullerm@ntc.edu

www.ntc.edu/k12/academies-start-coll
ege-now

Northeast Wisconsin
Technical College
Ashley Drzewiecki
920.498.5416
ashley.drzewiecki@nwtc.edu

www.nwtc.edu/academics/high-school-
students/taking-college-credit-in-high-s
chool/start-college-now

Southwest Tech
Mary Johannesen
608.822.2367
mjohannesen@swtc.edu

www.swtc.edu/academics/start-college
-now

Waukesha County Technical
College
Nicole Luzich
262.698.6513
NLuzich@wctc.edu

www.wctc.edu/academics/programs-c
ourses/high-school-dual-credit/start-col
lege-now.php

Western Technical College
Haley Hanson
608.789.6157
hansonh@westerntc.edu

www.westerntc.edu/earn-college-credit
-high-school

Wisconsin Indianhead
Technical College
Jeanne Germain
715.246.6561 ext. 4224
Jeanne.Germain@witc.edu

www.witc.edu/start-college-now
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